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A comparative study of acts of apology between Chinese and Japanese medical dramas
LI, Zhunan

Abstract
As one part of a comparative study of Chinese and Japanese languages of apology, this paper is aimed to make
a comparison of unpleasant conditions in apologetic issues and the strategies of apology in medical accident
scenes between China and Japan. All the scenes are selected from Chinese and Japanese medical TV dramas.
As aresult, it appears that there are more types of unpleasant conditions in Japanese dramas than in Chinese.
Furthermore, among the similar types, such as “Domain Invasion” and “Slip of the Tongue”, the feature is
more likely to be found in Japanese dramas. From this point, it could be concluded that when doing an apology
at a medical situation, the Japanese tend to care more about its influence, rather than objective facts.
About the utilization of apologetic strategies, the conclusion is similar with the preceding studies. That is, in
Chinese dramas, different strategies of apologies would more likely be given according to various unpleasant

conditions, while in Japanese dramas, “definite apologetic expressions” is the basic strategy.

Keywords : acts of apology, medical drama, unpleasant conditions, apology strategies, comparison between

China and Japan
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