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The Marriage Custom of Tujia Ethnic Group in Hubei, China:
A case of Tangyasi village

GONG, Qingmin

Abstract

The article is about the change in the marriage custom of Tujia ethnic group in Hubei, China, and examines
how the marriage custom changed by dividing post-founding period of China into two parts, and also discuses
about the causes and problems of the change.

One of the factors for the change in Tujia’s marriage custom lies that they have long been living together
with the Han people and has been influenced by Han culture. Another factor is the influence by the social
change brought by economic and political development since the “Reform and opening-up” period of China.

To look at the change in Tujia’s marriage custom, in the early period of founding China, national
government enacted a new marriage law and proposed a free marriage based on the equality of the sexes,
but Tujia’s traditional marriage custom had remained because of their peripheral location and their cultural
distinctiveness which was made of a lot of complicated rituals. At the time of the Great Cultural Revolution,
the cultural customs of ethnic minority groups were mostly abolished as “Four Olds”, and a nationwide
frugality and the development of socialism were also encouraged, and thus the marriage custom and ritual of
Tujia were simplified.

The period of “Reform and opening-up” saw the approval of the cultural customs of ethnic minority groups
under the circumstances of the changing political environment and the marked economic development, and
thus Tujia’s marriage custom has been revived and regarded important. On the other hand, Tujia’s marriage

custom has been influenced by various factors such as urbanization and tourism.

Keywords : Tujia ethnic group in Hubei, Tangyasi village, marriage custom, change
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