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Sardinella melanura (Cuvier, 1829)

*ruaA7 (Fig. 1; Table 1)
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Fig. 1. Fresh specimens of Sardinella melanura from Tanega-shima island in the Osumi Islands, Kagoshima, Japan. A: KAUM-I. 83005, 88.6
mm standard length (SL); B: KAUM-I. 83006, 99.0 mm SL; C: KAUM-I. 83007, 112.7 mm SL; D: KAUM-I. 83008, 81.1 mm SL; E:
KAUM-I. 83009, 84.3 mm SL; F: KAUM-I. 83010, 96.0 mm SL; G: KAUM-I. 83011, 102.3 mm SL.
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Table 1. Counts and measurements, expressed as percentages of standard length, of specimens of Sardinella melanura from Tanega-shima

island, Kagoshima, Japan.

Tanega-shima island,
Kagoshima, Japan

Tanega-shima island,
Kagoshima, Japan

n=7 n="7
Standard length (mm) 81.1-112.7 Standard length (mm) 81.1-112.7
Counts Pre-dorsal-fin length 44.7-46.5
Dorsal-fin rays (unbranched) 34 Snout tip to pectoral insertion 25.2-27.0
Dorsal-fin rays (branched) 12-14 Snout tip to pelvic insertion 51.1-53.1
Anal-fin rays (unbranched) 2-3 Pre-anal-fin length 76.0-79.1
Anal-fin rays (branched) 15-17 Dorsal-fin base length 13.8-16.3
Pectoral-fin rays (unbranched) 1 Anal fin base length 14.5-16.2
Pectoral-fin rays (branched) 13-14 Caudal-peduncle length 9.7-12.3
Pelvic-fin rays (unbranched) 1 Caudal-peduncle depth 10.3-11.3
Pelvic-fin rays (branched) 7 Orbit diameter 8.0-8.9
Caudal-fin rays (upper+ lower) 10+9 Eye diameter 6.2-6.8
Gill rakers on 1st gill arch (upper) 24-25 Snout length 5.5-6.1
Gill rakers on 1st gill arch (lower) 41-43 D-P1 31.6-35.2
Gill rakers on 1st gill arch (total) 66-68 D-P2 28.4-30.7
Gill rakers on 2st gill arch (upper) 22-25 D-A 38.8-41.6
Gill rakers on 2st gill arch (lower) 43-46 P1-P2 26.2-28.2
Gill rakers on 2st gill arch (total) 65-71 P2-A 26.6-29.1
Gill rakers on 3st gill arch (upper) 19-23 Pectoral-fin length 17.2-17.9
Gill rakers on 3st gill arch (lower) 29-34 Pelvic-fin length 11.0-12.5
Gill rakers on 3st gill arch (total) 49-57 Interorbital width 44-54
Gill rakers on 4st gill arch (upper) 15-17 Postorbital length 10.1-12.2
Gill rakers on 4st gill arch (lower) 21-24 Upper-jaw length 9.7-10.7
Gill rakers on 4st gill arch (total) 36-39 Mandible length 11.9-12.6
Gill rakers on posterior face of 3rd gill arch 12-14 Ist unbranched dorsal-fin ray length 0.9-3.6
Prepelvic scutes 16-17 2nd unbranched dorsal-fin ray length 3.6-8.5
Postpelvic scutes 12 3rd unbranched dorsal-fin ray length 6.3-16.7
Total scutes 28-29 Longest dorsal-fin ray length 16.1-16.7
Branchiostegal rays 6-8 Ist unbranched anal-fin ray length 0.1-2.5
Lateral-scale series 38-40 2nd unbranched anal-fin ray length 2.9-52
Pseudobranchial filaments 16-18 3rd unbranched anal-fin ray length 5.1-6.3
Measurements (%SL) Longest anal-fin ray length 5.1-6.3
Head Length 23.7-26.0 Ist pectoral-fin ray length 16.8-17.6
Body depth 29.0-31.7 Ist pelvic-fin ray length 10.9-12.0
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