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Summary of Doctoral Dissertation

Title of Doctoral Dissertation:

Usefulness of transient approach for utilizing public space in local city centers

Name: Okamatsu Michio

This thesis summarized the findings about the usefulness of temporary
settings in public spaces and the utilization technique from some events in local
city centers where the applicant had practically worked on.

The thesis is comprised Preface, 2 parts of Body and Conclusion. Part 1
includes Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 that are based on documents investigation.
Part 2 includes Chapter 3, Chapter 4 and Chapter 5 that are based on case
studies. In conclusion section, the study results were organized in order and the
problems left over and the prospects for the future were proposed.

In Preface, it showed a study method and the constitution of this thesis with
explaining the background, the subject and the purpose of this study, arranging
previous studies to get the right direction of problem solving.

Part 1.

Chapter 1 described historical and cultural transition of public spaces in
Japan looking at the space use of temporary preparation in the Japanese cities.
In this process, surveying the public spaces, it is focused on the transient space
use at many scenes of lives.

Particularly paying attention to the temporary “piazza” like usage of roads
as public spaces not only at the special occasion or ceremony but in daily life, it
was examined how the techniques for temporary settings were treated.

Chapter 2 paid its attention to the system that led roads to use as public
spaces 1n Japan, examining difference and consistency, or continuity, between
the contemporary legal system and the conventional legal system about the
roads private use.

In this process, it was clarified that the conventional road law in Meiji and
Taisho era consisted not only of “traffic functions” for people, material or vehicle
but also equally weighted of “space functions” for people gathering or community
fermentation. Also it was clarified that the legal system had become to be
emphasized on the traffic function after World War 2.



Part 2.

Chapter 3 discussed the latest 18-year’s transition of relaxation in the road
private use system, focusing on the relationship between the legal system of
road private use and the practical example of space use on the road-events.
This process clarified the background of the change, how the system relaxation
had come, what kind of concepts were behind the change, and how was the
relationship between the relaxation and the local events for revitalization of
local city centers.

From these findings, the comparison of the relaxation to the historical
change of the legal system of roads, which was described in Chapter 2, was
mquired.

Chapter 4 inspected the effect of a temporal setting, taking up one of the
events that the applicant organized to vitalize local community by creating "the
temporary open space" in the vacant land of the neighborhood mall. In this
process, it was confirmed that the effect of temporary settings and the usage
depended on layouts and various arrangement of temporary settings within the
space.

Chapter 5 paid its attention to the role of temporary settings as the
interface to promote the interchange of people. The usage of the temporary
settings was observed during the road events at the mall in a local city which
aimed at the vitalizing the city center. Thus the possibility and the utilization of
the temporary settings were considered.

Simultaneously, as the background, the directionality of the city center
reproduction was confirmed by clarifying the establishing process of the mall
since the Meiji period, and the process of development and decline before and
after the bubble burst. With that in mind, it was considered that the desirable
utilization and usefulness of the temporary settings.

In conclusion, the findings of this study were generalized about the
temporary settings in a local city. It led the following findings about the
possibilities and usefulness of the Transient Approach for utilizing public
spaces by using temporary settings.

1. The regulations of “spatial functions” of roads in Japan has been reduced
after 1958 rather than Meiji era.

2. After 1998, the regulations of “road private use” have been relaxed and the
“spatial functions” of roads in Japan have tended to be regained.

3. Temporary settings’ function as interface is to create liveliness and visualize
unused lots into active spaces.

4. The effect of creating people’s stay in the event place when the temporary
settings laid out with big penetration between private/public realms.

5. Flexible network among community participants may create chances to
utilize unused lots in the local city centers.

In addition, the problems left over for the future and further progressive
possibilities of the temporary settings were prospected.



