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The Viewpoint of Awakening from Community Revitalization
— Classification of Keywords and Consideration of Approach Methods —

Satoshi FUKAMI

This paper concerns lifelong learning activities for the revitalization of the community. Its aim is to present
new methods based on a proper understanding of the organization and current significance of the community,
which has so far been disregarded in similar research.

The possibility that lifelong learning activities can bring about the revitalization of the community has been
pointed out as too ambiguous. Therefore, this paper classifies the changing theories about community first to
enable a clearer identification of the validity of lifelong learning activities. In other words, this should give
the key to community revitalization by understanding the changing viewpoint of awakening in residents as
they adapt to living in communities which are evolving into networks. Furthermore looking at the process of
awakening, regionally orientated NPOs which depend on personal initiative seem to be best suited to today’s
local communities and will become increasingly essential in the future.

In this paper, the author from the perspective of a founder of an NPO advocates the new qualitative social
survey method of progressive participant observation since it allows real problems to be approached which
previous methods have not been able to do. Using the data gained from this method, the first step to sharing
problems that occur in communities is the buildup of practical theories by the community itself.
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