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The Birth of “Jojikai” and the promotion of tourism in the Tujia people of Hubei
Province in China: focusing on the regional elites’ involvement in the ethnic culture

GONG, Qingmin

Abstract

The article is a study that tries to discuss on the process of the creation of ethnic culture by focusing on the
tourist culture of the Tujia called “Jojikai” in Hubei Province. The ethnic tourism of China started in some
remote areas such as Yunnan Province in 1980s. In 1990s, the re-evaluation, restoration, a new creation and
organization of minority ethnic cultures were seen by tourism development. The ethnic tourism of the Tujia
regions started from 1995. Most Tujia people are widely distributed in four provinces in China, and have
been deeply influenced by Han people. Thus they don’t have a distinct feature of a minority ethnic group. The
article focuses on the representative tourism culture of Tujia called “Jojikai” in Hubei Province, which traces
the development process of the ethnic tourism of Tujia, and discusses on the representation of “ethnic culture”

developed between local elites and ethnic tourism.
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