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Lexington Ghosts :Focus on the transformation of the first person
ZHOU, Qian

Abstract

Haruki Murakami is a well-known Japanese writer who has consistently used the first person, boku, in his most
novels and stories. Lexington Ghosts taken up in this paper is also a work which is narrated primarily in the
boku first person. This thesis compares the two versions of Lexington Ghosts, namely the short version (group
version) and the long version (paperback version). This paper attempts to identify this novel in Murakami's
work history from the point of view of the first person, boku, who appears in the novel and the person function
perspective,.

The emphasis of this novel is focused on the father-son relationship in the paperback version. Unlike 7ony
Takitani, which was published at the same time, Lexington Ghosts is a novel which is narrated neither from a
simple first person viewpoint nor the third person viewpoint. The narrator, boku, cleverly switches the position
between the first person viewpoint and the third person point of view according to the scenes, which depicts a
more complicated father-son relationship.

In addition, the uses of the first person “I” in Lexington Ghosts is different from the uses of boku that have
appeared in Murakami’s other works. Through such person expression, this work mixes the first person,
boku, and Casey’s view point together which affects the existence of the first person “I”. As a writer,
Haruki Murakami makes this novel present a self-explanatory structure by using both the father’s and son’s
perspectives.

Furthermore, after Lexington Ghosts, Murakami has further embodied the author's continuous trial and error
in person expression in other works, such as All the children of God dance, Sputnik's lover, and so on. In
short, Lexington Ghosts has shed light on the changes in person function which can be said to be a work of

significance in Murakami's work history.
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