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A Study of English Language Teacher Development in Japan:
Implications from a TECSOL Course in Australia
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Abstract

This study deals with the English language teacher development in Japan, discussing English
learning at elementary schools (ELES) with emphasis on TECSOL (Teaching English to
Child Speakers of Other Languages) in Australia. Teacher development in ELES is one
of the most urgent issues; the present teaching staffs in ELES are quite small in number,
and there is not enough budget to offer teacher development courses at university to meet
current elementary school teaching staff. This study first discusses teaching qualifications in
ELES for potential part-time elementary school teachers (J-SHINE and TECSOL), providing
details for the characteristics of each qualification and making a comparative review of
them. Then, this study focuses on TECSOL and introduces one of the authors’ experiences of
taking a four-week TECSOL course in Australia. The report contains TECSOL curriculum,
detailed course content and the classroom environment. Pedagogical implications for the
teacher development course at university in Japan are also discussed later in this study,
exploring solutions to the problems ELES in Japan.
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B BB OWTEHATEL L1245
FH : It is big/ small/ heavy/cute etc.
It has four legs/hours/ feathers/fins/wings/a big nose etc.
It lives in water/ Africa/ the dessert/ the jungle etc.
Its colour is brown/black and white/ grey etc.
HEE . Australia, Eurasia, The Americas, Africa, Antarctica (continents)
Horns, Legs, Fins, Scales, Fur, Feathers, Wings (body parts)
Fish, Meat, Grass, Leaves (food)
(B DL, B, ERMRIEOILFIZOWTIIEEE L HHET 5)

ER 2 BRER D LITHE SN IEEREOH

IEHER>

(1) 1% ) ORE

(2) TPR* : HZE 4k 2o T, B L MK 2SI 723XV %2179 6

(3) #k : Old McDonald had a farm

(4) Bifh: 79y ah—F I—FR, WREFHI\S—L%179.

() EBL: "7 T =2 ({vTrA—arFrvT) dnlbaiflioTH
L THYECoZr—2%1T),

6) AT 14> 7 BEOKRAZMMLTA 71 > T EBEIT) o

(7) V=71 > 7 BB 2 ROFAB L EAT) o

(8) #b ) DRI
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*Total Physical Response 4 RIS (BB OIRIZHEVEENS K2 B TiE 28 L C, HROEIRE IR HHT S

&% BIZE)



