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RESUME
On 3 Types of Rice Growing in Middle Age China

Takeichi NISHIYAMA

The “Chii min yao shu” (%E#4), the book of husbandry written in 6th cen-
tury, described two types of rice growing in north China. On paddy fields near
the Wei ho (#i1), rice was not transplanted and was grown once in two years;
on paddy fields near the Hwan ho (#wr), it was transplanted and was grown
every year.

On the other hand, many contemporary writers described that, in South China,
south of the Yan chi kiang (B3+I), rice was grown by burning and drowning of
weeds method (k#k##), that is, weeds were killed by flood-irrigation.

It has been said that the rice growing methods in the Wei ho region were also
one of “burning and drowning of weeds methods.” I advocate that, in the Wei ho
region, though paddies were not yet planted out, they were already sown in rows
and enabled inter-tillage by hands or hand-hoes and premise that enabled this
more advanced method of rice growing comparing with that of south China, was
development of irrigation at will.



