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ABSTRACT

“Program for Promoting Regional Rcvitalization by Universitics as Centers of Community”
: COCHProgram by The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
(MEXT) in Japan and Local Settlement Programs Attracting the World with Food and
Sightseeing in ‘Kagoshima’

Makino Akiyo

In recent years, it has become an important task for local universities to cultivate the
talented who meet the local industries’ needs and to settle them in that region. In 2015,
Kagoshima University was chosen in “Program for Promoting Regional Rcvitalization by
Universitics as Centers of Community” : COC+Program promoted by MEXT and set about
the study on “the Local Settlement Programs Attracting the World with Food and
Sightseeing in Kagoshima.” This project is based on cooperating eight institutions of higher
education and other associated businesses in Kagoshima with the mission of “fostering local
talents”, “providing local-based employments for graduates” and “expanding and creating
employments”. It aims to increase the local employment rate of the undergraduate by 7.5%
from 54.0% (2014) to 61.5% (2019). It organized two executive groups, ‘the Committee of
Regional Settlement Promotion for Alumni of the Undergraduate in Kagoshima’ and ‘the
Committee for developing education programs of COC+’, as well as four subcommittees
in 2018. Some meaningful changes and ripple effects by this project have already begun to
be seen in various aspects. Now people discuss the future system which enables the regional
settlement of young people to be continuously conducted in all Kagoshima even after the

end of the project.

Key words
Regional revitalization regional settlement of the undergraduate, fostering local talents, job

creation, COC + program
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