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Résumé

The author has tried in the previous two chapters, to make an explanation, as fully and
distinctly as possible, on the differentiation of peasantry after the Land Reform (Nochi-kaikaku)
in a certain upland farming district in Kagoshima prefecture. In other words, some efforts
have been paid to ascertain what will enable us to judge the composition of and the interrela-
tion between the top and the bottom groups of an upland farming district. In order to view
intelligently the disintegration of peasantry, it is necessary for one to take the picture as a
whole : the purchase of land, the issue of population from agriculture, introduction of machines,
employments, the growth of commercial agriculture, and wage-labour.

In Chapter 1, what is aimed at by the author is to clarify, on the basis of the observed
tendencies of the composition of farm households, the mutations of rural land and the growth
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of commercial agriculture and the issue of population from agriculture, referring the variations
in the scale of the cultivated land during the period 1945-1963, with the conceived intention
of ascertaining the differentiation of peasantry.

The disintegration of the peasantry can be observed in two directly opposite types; there
is the one into a poor peasant (abandonment of rural land and sale of labour-power), and,
another, into a well-to-do peasant (purchase of rural land, introduction of the improved methods
of farming, hiring of day-labourers, and the combining of agriculture with commercial and in-
dustrial enterprises <{black-tea-enterprise}).

The well-to-do peasants in a rural community are the old landlords, self-managing directers
and managers, having cultivation field of the black-tea-plant.

The poor peasants are the old owner-tenants and the day labourers. As for the relationship
between the top groups of peasantry and the bottom one, this remains almost unchanged now,
as in ages past.

In Chapter 2, The differentiation of peasantry cultivating a black-tea-plant is ascertained
by means of a rural survey.

By the survey on production cost of black-tea-plant, it has been clearly shown that there
has been no growth of the well-to-do peasants (1.0~1.5 ha area in size) cultivating a black-
tea-plant.

In asserting thus, however, we do not deny the fact of the differentiation of peasantry at
all: there is an extension of specialization in agriculture itself.

What is particularly noteworthy is the fact that it is commercial agriculture that is in swell-
ing growth, now.

The complete lack of growth of the well-to-do peasantry is caused through the defects of
the technique derived inevitably from the capitalist system in the cultivation of black-tea-plant.

Thus the differentiation of peasantry in the rural community can reasonably be said to have
been expedited by the monopoly capitalism.



