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Gambling and Cheating at Games in Early Modern England: A Description of Chess in
The Tempest and the Cultural Background for Other Games

NIWA Saki

Abstract

This paper aims to clarify how gambling and cheating penetrated early modern society in England and
how they contributed to the prosperity of a wide variety of entertainments which Shakespeare and other
playwrights in the 16™ and 17" centuries illuminated in their plays. I especially compare chess, which
Ferdinand and Miranda play in the final scene of The Tempest, with other games such as dice and cards
which Elizabethan and Jacobean people played at taverns for gambling, usually while drinking. By
analysing common aspects and differences between chess and other games, I clarify how the audience at
that time interpreted the words related to gambling or cheating in each play and thereby reveal a better

understanding of the cultural background of that period.
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ADEED) Ta T Ay ¥ P EEORRICAEBLRBURTES 2 5k & 2WFRL VL, (20) b~

- 2 F)V b~ (Thomas Middleton, 1570?-1627) @ A Game at Chess (first staged in 1624) |Z&
S TIE, ARS VNTT %Y = A 2 X 1T HOHSEBERASRIUIHH ST w5727 T <, A
o DFET B NP7 b OB ERE T 2« AW E N T2, 25 ORI HE L
T2 DI, %ﬁtﬁw@wfh@ﬁﬁ:ﬁ; HHEDET O (WIZLR) 25 F = AHERS
LC&7z7r—~I v ZADTBNTE OBINEZ DRI 2P 2 I FEZH - THi T
W5 kﬁﬁib“(lﬂ% ETH b,

FRTIE [Ty XA M OSHIGTHRIETONE T 7 —TA4F Y FEIT5DFx
ADROEIZEH L7z 4L Poole 235 A £ )12, =23 I 7 VT 2 AlZwh s
FOFEDLDIDLIRHBEELTVwLZ L, b)) =2, LAY [EEZZFOBEVEL7207%
b, ZNH o ERFLE->THIFSH ] (“Yes, for a score of kingdoms you should wrangle, / And 1
would call it fair play.” (The Tempest, 51.174-75)) L L. Fx A% Hp 28 L LT T4 <,
SHOLD, 2% ) 2 CRHEEMEORVEHILEZ T -BEFL TIAHETHE LTS &
V) S ETHB, Poole T ST, MBILTHLRTOITL FHZb2b Vs E,
51 L) FORHH->TVAEZE ZLTEY Y TUADOBHEDNDHDHZ L OTFWEHIEHT 5.
(52-53) A CIZINARITL LT, Yo A 7 AETHROBEE, HIIFr 7L nhrsE
EOCHZHERIZOVTHI L, BROBIED [T RA M OZORHzEDLHIZZITLED
2Dh PEHOBEMATEF Y Y 7 ARnD S IR ED L) IR bNTHzDPIZonT
E8Y 5o

1. EBERA > T ROF v T
(1) Gaming & Gambling

A7 AETOER, WhWAHL Y x— W) RENT e h o BRI, O A LD
EDEI)BAR=I R =L EBHELATHZONIIOWT, 1884 FEIZHRE LAz Folklore of
Shakespeare D1 C Thiselton-Dyer 2SEARAY 2 THH #2817, ZNFNOENIZOVWT =4 7 A
7 OBRWER TN S N TR B EFTEZ AN LTV b, UITORICKHE 2R,

Archery Leap-frog

All hid, all hid Laugh-and-lie-down
*Backgammon Loggat

Barley-break Muss

Base Nine-Men’s-Morris
*Bat-fowling(cheating) Noddy

Billiards Novem Quinque
*Bone-ace Parish-top
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Bo-peep *Primero
Bowls Push-pin
*Cards Quintain
Cherry-pit Quotis
*Chess Running for the ring
*Dice Running the figure of eight
Dun is in the mire See-Saw
*Fast and loose *Shove-Groat
Fencing Snowballs
Filliping the Toad Span-counter
Flap-dragon Stool-ball
Football Tennis
Gleek Tick-tack
Handy-dandy *Tray-trip
Hide-fox and all after Troll-my-dame
Hoodman-blind *Trump
*Horse-racing Wrestling

Thomas Firminger Thiselton-Dyer, Folklore of Shakespeare (1884). Rpt. Hansebooks, pp. 394-423.
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LREoFEIIE, FEPSEVCH L7200 VEFS HIUL, TXY O TVIZEBLL DL H 5,
E 512 Ashton |12 X BEFICHEZIE, ‘Gaming’ (I A 428 [ L& ] T2 HMWE LT, [—
B ERALEL D 5 | I — % Z 389 D% L, ‘Gambling” 13 Z DT LI [£8ksikte] 2 &
ZLTH2ODAF VI [EIKL] L 2APKREL, [ZOEDOBIINKE T ILUTK
EVIEIEEEAOHFERCHBE DI RE ] Y, B [ZOBKIIANEZOLOEEAT L] ¥
BHEFFOL W) ZLIIhb, (12) BAAIZ [Ty RAMN 2Z0FFRIHTEIDHLE, 3
5P EEBEROFT 2 FHLHETOIIHS PICEHEEATH ) FX 7 VORBEZ R DD
FrAZBWTIE, PR IERRR®E T 25682 TIIEHSH D, EHLTHAF
VAR HENDIZTTHY) ., FOFETIIMOF Y > 7V E —HEmT EHETE D,

(2) Dice, Cards &WLWhHEE
AT A > 7T v FIZBIFARFEH LT v > 7V & LT, dice, cards, lottery, backgammon
EHCLONETEND, INHITWITNEWIHERL DL 2ENPSHFEL TWAZDOTH
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BH, YA 7 AT ORRIZHIES AL DBIATEHED . TERBEISHERICESL LT, F
Y Y TIWVOHEFE L %o Tz, Beier 12X 1UE, A1) — 8 HERFRIC G 2 i Tl g
RSN T2 b b3 FEBIETES [HEICED . ) FR2 TS R TH - 72,
(134) H5#12 dice TN T VT L b B D | EOBE LS Z FOICHEA R CHE S, 72
wfw@@G%w%&of@@wmmﬁéwﬁ%iD@N&~yf%otoAmm (E, 14t
5 16 AT TA ¥ 77 v FTEBEICR D v dice % &K 2 W AER OEHVIIRR
BGFMOFEFE AOIZLHRITFTRED, ZOIFEALE, HFFCPEEFELL - Liaro
T2 LR 2 DHFOFDRImE o> TWh, % 1551 4 12#2 Z - 72 Arden of Feversham £ A\ 5+
b7 =7 - =24k dice EFED TR L TW5D, (15-16) Thiselton-Dyer 7% dice (125 M L
fev A 2 AT OEMEFTE LTEIF W20k, T 3P Ch b,

Henry: The confident and over-lusty French
Do the low-rated English play at dice. (Henry V, 4. Chorus. 19-20) '
(HEZ-oX) THNCH SNz T T v AL, #@NFM S A F) AEL
TEEES TV D) P [BoOHHTH M5, &) ATHEL HO % WA
RO F % FE R, T

Edgar: Wine loved
I deeply, dice dearly. (King Lear, 3.4.89-90)
(EEENL I &, HITIESAE ZAD) F IR ERFE,)

Pistol: Let vultures gripe thy guts! —for gourd and fullam holds,
And high and low beguiles the rich and poor. (Merry Wives of Windsor, 1.3.92-93)
(Fi (CHZ) DFS72HRAPEGIITOLELDNEDZ, 5LETHONHI TS
WIAB—=DD », TERET, LU BN, AALRIoBIZEEHITHN
5do) !

(FHEr E#)

WL, 2O LI dice ICHTAEFIEY 4 7 A TEIOM A ZBETRZT SN 2
b, BREOBEDPEHHORRZME L., GREOERTHEBTLDEIELTHo72E 2D
N5,

EREFIHD S 5, EXAMVOEFICH L ‘gourd” & “fullam’ TV TRV S EFH /oo &
Td b, Ashton (&, AL >~ 7T~ FIZBIT 5 dice DWW & F 122, Charles Cotton O
Compleat Gamester & \\» 9 A\ Z78 & 7172 Palming, Topping, Slurring, Knapping, Stabbing & ¥ 9 52
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FERFFEEHAL T DE, (1921) INHOWHEFIL, cards THRBRICHWSEN S, Rk
Thiselton-Dyer %% cards 12K L7232 A4 7 AL TEITEHL TWADIE, LTFTD41EMTH B,

Edmund: And hardly shall I carry out my side,

Her husband being alive. (King Lear, 5.1.61-62)

(BREZ ENZWHOTA ) UDBRAL IR, LE-oTFELBE L
XTI HE5DOHNEETHWITIIEDZ\e) [HET THRIT & T F 722 3735
(RYASIN

Cominus: he lurch’d all swords of the garland.” (Coriolanus, 2.2.106)
(PEIZE IR OS2 MG L C & 72.) [ WRA R 2 IR T 105 (%)
FE LTS, ]

Gloucester: The King was slily finger’d from the deck. (3 King Henry VI, 5.1.44)
(FF v TDOTDH—FE2EL)ELTVREHVEZ) F L ITOh—F& [ 7
— FOERPLJIE LN L IR Ih B vwEIE])

Cleopatra: nature wants stuff
To vie strange forms with fancy. (4ntony and Cleopatra, 5.2.97-98)
(AT EGEZ DDA NIZAR D I B L3 v,) [ HARIZZE L
T B 720NN v, BT OENLW %, ]
(T #HREEE)

Beier 255 | /7 L C\»% Gilbert Walker ¢ 4 Manifest Detection of Diceplay (1552) & M-I AL 5 rogue
pamphlet TlE, 1 IUDHEA L WA STOFONEREIN TV 5,

Yet are there many ways to deceive. Primero, now, as it hath most use in court, so is there most
deceit in it. Some play upon the prick, some pinch the cards privily with their nails, some turn up
the corners, some mark them with fine spots of ink. . . . Other helps I have heard of besides, as to
set the cozen upon the bench with a great looking-glass behind him on the wall, wherein the cheater
might always see what cards were in his hand. Sometimes they work by signs made by some of the
lookers-on. . . . A woman should sit sewing beside him, and by the shift or slow drawing her needle

give a token to the cheater what was the cozen’s game. (79)

Dice % cards D X 9 7Y — )i Bloom b8 4L )12, Fx ALIIKRECEL L ARD
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bo BIZIT cards (X, MG DZEL 22 % 71— ROHIRA T — F2EL L NI LR 29, A
FR, FEEHETHLBEE IR L Ve LD T NI R ZTHSZ TR Z 555
TP D 7 — ANORIS L PP EEL 5%, LIS, ZORZAVEFTUrSF
L I EDBIBES THLI L0, WhrSTEEEFELTIHRL Lo/ E b, T
IR LT = Aid, T2 H8HELE ) LT TR GHEOHIZL Y 7TV 8 A A TERIRILH
LI END, HOL F 2 ADYE, =208 72 NTEE DI IZFHE S v v 7 )V S,
XPHE L BB A 7R S O/ RGO CE L 208 5 L, BlEE I L o TE TRl

ELARD 5N D] (Bloom, 422) L7255 T, F = AIETH D dice R 2 7 \WEbS % FF
2 cards |ZHARBIROBIZIE NPT (L LOHBEEGDOAX VDG ROOLNL T =L TH D,
ZOFHEEETLOLEL 2 b

(3) Lottery MIEXH

Lottery (&, Thiselton-Dyer |25\ Tk, A4 2SEIRDITAIZB W THE DL LR L W HIHE I
EHZ O TWRWA, EIZEIT S &) 25 Ashton %2 Brenner [ZBWTIEF v > 7L &
MEDIT 5N TV A, Brenner bR _XTWB A, & &b & lottery DFEFTIEH <, IHKEEC
b EoEW (Samuel 1, 1020-1) 225 ABOFEL (Levi, 168-10) 2 EICEZ EF THWHNZZ
EWERINTED, ZOELBUEPIBORIZBITZ2BUETHHFASINLRIR L oo T b,
Brenner (2 X AUE, FIEIERA 77 2 FIZBWT [ZYHRZA TS Vx4 4 X1 il iR
A9 lottery 238 A L, £ DOYEE4:1E Virginia Company D& 4% I 5 &4 & o721 (10)

3. FIADEDI}

U ERTEI I, WHERfA > 75y FOBIZIZE 5T, dice % cards 1d—#%1Y 7 &G
SLbFY Y ITNVICELETAAOHFEEEIMEDITONLRETH - 72H, T2 AFE
DI RIBIEEFENTWDES ) e B, F 2 AT v v TV EEBISH IO r— X
EhHo7zOn, LTV —IVIZEDREE THBEINTWLDES ) o

Eales |2 X UL, F = AT —0 v /82 B W T 12 DI, 15 4 12— 0 Mk R 1202
FBELTwozlshd, MINCIIBEL Y PO L T 28R B IFERET, RMFEROFEH
FREHETE2H0L LTESITSN, RICEEHEOTHEEICBIT 2RI E L
TRIFTHL, BUAREEICEI oL I RBNERE > TIRAONL Z DL oz, (51
53) 16 HATICA D . V= IV OER ECHEMESDBE SN F 2 ALY JiLlle -7 LTH,
Eales 5iR_2% £ 912, ERICE > TEAENR, HIHVITHLIIMND 2 kﬂ)t,cwﬁ,h\%’%"é%
Sz TR, Blo RFEICBW T FUEREERIC, HEOF -2 LTLh L LATLITY
— L LTORPZITEDRT ol T2 b0

L2 L—7TBloom (£, V= VORI EI N F 2 AL F v T WIELIR T mo7zl
&L HIRIBAf O 12 X D IREEAHE ) 23 ko2 L E2HENI, MlaRiIZsnT
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P L EBREE OIS, — D A4 DR TERR )V — VEDHARRIZIEE L TW/z LR 5,

Although chess had traditionally been a game for the elite, it was increasingly available to a range of
players in the early modern period, in part because new rules that made for faster play turned it into
a wagering game and in part because the printing press supported the publication of texts that taught
chess rules and strategies. An English example of the latter is G. B., Ludus Scacchiae: chesse-play.

(420n)

57 I Ashton (2 XX, Frv TN E LTOF 2 RICF R LRSI RV E W > 72 BT,
Fr AFHOME SNDED AN AT BNTHMLTEF Y O 7T WVIHFETH S &£ D
HIE[ %2 53T LT B (4)

MR A > 75 Y FIZBWT, FxRAIZREDL ) ZWHSEHH ) H,rIlonT,
Bloom (& 19 {4 SCZEHEEES @ Walter Benjamin 2356 & L CHLY) EF72, F = A% 3§ SHMA
Bonrs ) ERY EIFTnb, (42425) Fx AMEO 7 — AR TUu2 S 42T 2008
HEETHB 2 L xuifes L7z LT, [MMALDHFIZL220FTFL, BTz, BoH)
NLAORHAN % E2B T 5, BEZODOFINIFERERER ST Z RT3 BlIEE ICIEESIC
RBeioi, 2o X9 2% 721240 21X touch-move rule & & 95 A2 H 50T,
BUZF 2 A% T HHBETIOL ) 0S5 LBI~NOFRIZITE A ERL7-5 %0,
Bloom {3 512, 20§ F LA Z B OBRAEHI O KRG 23 E /0 123 5 ‘griefer” @ &

I RFFZEMEDT, [T RAN CBIFLI T U FICHAROEEZHAL S LT 5,
Walter Benjamin i ‘destructive character’ (X, Chakravorty 78 F~ A - I NV h 2579 5
IZhBlEAwIcliang, (194)

4. [FORAN ICBTBFITAOLDEE

[7 0 RAM OF 2 AOWBHE TR, BODHLTLORYITE B, e LT LAY
DF = AW EPNL ZEPVEL R D BHE T 2 ADOR— PP TUL, 20E
EHPMEE %o RROF 2 ZAOXFD L 912, F = A TOMEIRD % BIZ DS FEHE T C
ol MR THNI. 77 —TA4F Y EBREDL) L nrdEFr2 L2 LTIT Y
T DVERB L0, BIEIHERYLETE S, 20720121F, F = ABO FIZE»E
D &) BREETENPNL TN 00, BIEIILBTX2HEEPLETH S, ZORITVAEFE
%324, Bloom BHMHTLEZA2OANMOTHNEZ L V) FHOEIZEZ OV D, B
ZH B0 L O R OB LR T VWEEZHNDL, ZOHEE, F = ADHHL D
HABRLHETIRD OO, WS F L LTEERT 7=y 7 EIdEZ v, AT EZ
B, HUAPHEICIR ETICT YV BATAELTHO L) REHAVLEL SND, —F, F
T AEPBIEI Lo E Y R B WEHBOYE, T2bbBREIZEINIZY . BX Do TR
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EDHEBRIZ SN A RHE, V— VIS L TR Z B L7z 0 BiZ 5 ) B2 5 KA S BE L %o
ZHTLFOHEPYS LI SN LE I VD L2 wh, BIFICIERZ 2 XEEFED
RV Ev), To&0) LanRRIES.

5. &bWIZ — WEERA VI TV NIZBIFRLWHEEEEHEMER —
INFTHRRE LI, dice, cards 7 KR HW2FE v o 7IiE, YA 7 AT OEAICE
FAREHEE L CEERE» SIS NE 2 ESFERICES T, 4 2B ORTIL <IThbh
TWwire HOoZFZILHOEHED T LT, BREPLZNEZH) WHAS F L EDIC
Wit EZTL W, IN6DO AL DFTEIX, Beier, Kinney % Jiitte & 8_2% X912, ~N> 1) —
URFRDISEREfFHC A » 7 L e KR ImE T 5. HEEOHKICBI) 2 BRBES AT O
ANOBEELBREICHEE L Tz EZ 5 NA25, Jitte X, WhHWS ‘underworld” L XN 5
HEDIIRRLMBE, FERZA L1200 TYIEO WA 19 7% 508k 2 AR IERE 2 el % ko 2
EREEICSFE LW AL T b, (149) Z2IULE—I2. BREFLE L OFILH LI RIKIC
OWTHENHELZEIFLAWVWTHAD L, Beler ICX U, TS FrAElds70dn
WX F v v TVOR 2RI T CEBEO ANWITR S 2 OBRY) 06 b £ 0o 72,1 (135)
ZOWE . MERIFIROILEDERIZEHRIC R S S5 250w, @il SNk, esheT
REMED & B0 & 512 Kinney % Beier DT IZ K AUE, ADSLET 200 FUZITTRLH
HTONROFHNL L HY . 7 THIUIF v ¥ TWIHED L VS FHli7- b OITEIHIFH D
BIALTIE e L Ly %2513 &5 513 ‘underworld” o FLlE % 3 1) s 72 J05R% & T BT &
NEDH LNBVA, LA 7 AETEOMA B TOESESE LZHEICRONS L)
W BIORGEZTE, HHD L) BREO N2 DERT 255 ICh o2 w) T L AR, Y4
KD N % DEFIZIRF VT Wz F v 7 Vb — M 2 3 5 2 - TW/= 2 L DFER & 7%
STWBEDLEZL Ao WRSEDPERE LA, ZIUIEHR L RS NWVLEOHR L %572,
1571 4RI Y RO v 7 4 BRFIIAEEZH L T2 S TR~ & F ) 2L L7225, %
Br & T Afi il | CTHRDOEG VLRI 2 00, BRI Z 35 O IEFICHEETH -
7oAEN RV, ZAULFEERC, O OFEEH 22T ba—& LTTRE <, BRIZBITS
—HRE LT, HUEWEROPIMEST 5 2 L OLEEZ ZHIZET O TH 5,

*AFE, ESTHY A 2 AETHE £IF—2: VA7 AETE LR OERE - R
b (2018 4E 10 H 14 H i #HZEKRT) BT, [laff > 77y FoFy v
ThENREFIZONT — [FURAN OF 2 AOHHZREE LT —] LELTSE
RKLUZERICMEBIEZ LSO TH L, FBRIKEL T, FEERFBIZPEERIK,
THERFBAIZMERGEIR, TR FAMEBEZ T I, REAR R FAEHAAR R RIS {0
BELIHEEG o720 S L TEHP L 1P 5,
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1 YA 27 AETORERIZBIY AT 27 2 L OF I, 4T W.I. Craig ed, The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Oxford:
OUP, 1905, Rpt. 1955) 12k %,

2 HAGERNE, DHEBHEERIZE 5,

dice 1251 B JIFROEHRIZOVTIE, [ ] TR L7

4 HARFESRIE. =B - WIES R CNERIE#SD 12X 5,
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A LA T =% [BRELHBOMA VoA 7 A THAOARMBE] FEEERR (RS, 1997 4)

ANEERESIRL [ =4 7 267 & B8 SR I (FUEEE. 1967 )

VAT RET. wANT A [V oA s ZAETEE 1) ANIBEER (BkR. 1985 4F)

T AT AET . IAN)T A [V 7 AT A% V] NHEBREER (7K, 1986 4F)
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