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Correction of cultural perception of Japanese learners influenced by cultural
contact after visiting Japan: Focused on qualitative survey by interview

ZHAO, Lin

Abstract

This article examined the influence of cultural contact after visiting Japan on perception of Japanese culture,
for learners who majored in Japanese at Chinese universities. Japanese learners who study at Chinese
universities acquire knowledge on Japanese culture through Japanese education at universities, in which they
contact Japanese culture through media, Japanese teachers, and so on. While their perception of Japan formed
there is gradually modified by some factors, we can predict that the impact of cultural contacts in a wide range
after coming to Japan will be great among them.

In order to clarify to what extent the impact of the deepened cultural contact on learners' correction
of Japanese perception has been exerted, I conducted two-step qualitative survey which is composed of
preliminary survey and main survey by interview for learners who have experience of visiting Japan.

From the results of the survey, we can see that there is a particular influence on perception of interpersonal
relationships such as "hierarchical relationship" or "ambiguity", school life and a part of social life. In
addition, I verified the results of previous research such as such as "kindness". I also found out relationships
with staying days and Japanese learning, and effects of learners' own culture which is reflected in differences
in perception and cultural change of learners themselves.

This article supplemented the shortage in the quantitative survey, presented opportunities and processes
for transformation of perception through concrete examples, coupled with the contents of the inputs before
coming to Japan, and examined the cause of transformation in each case from the angle of differences between

Chinese and Japanese culture, individual factors, and so on.

Keywords : cultural contact, perception of different culture, case study, Japanese language education
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