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SUMMARY

This is the report of the archaeological excavations and surveys in Kagoshima
University Korimoto Campus conducted by Kagoshima University Research Center for
Archaeology in the fiscal year 2000 from April 2000 to March 2001. This volume also
includes the report of the excavation carried in 1994 in another campus, Sakuragaoka,

formerly called as Usuki

Location and Archaeological Background

Kagoshima University is located in the central part of Kagoshima City, Kagoshima
Prefecture. Kagoshima has a very famous active volcano, Mt.Sakurajima in Kagoshima
Bay east of the city. It fiercely erupts and blasts up a huge amount of ash many times a
year. Kagoshima City consists of two geomorphologic parts. The western one is hills
covered more than one hundred meters by the volcanic ash, and the eastern one is
alluvial plains. Korimoto Campus is in the latter.

The sites in Korimoto Campus are registered as ancient villages in late Kofun
period in the seventh and the eighth centuries. In Sakuragaoka Campus also exist the
sites in early Jomon Period dated approximately 9500 BC, and those of Yayoi period
from 300 BC to AD 250.

Excavation in Korimoto Campus

The center made two rescue excavations in 1999 and 2000. One is the excavation of
the site of General Research and Education Building carried from December 1999 to
August 2000, and the other is the excavation of the site for laying wires and pipes under
the ground near the building from August to September 2000. The excavation revealed
the field that enabled the documentation of planting furrows after the twelfth century,
and a heap of many sherds that belonged to the seventh century and after besides the
village in late Kofun period. The excavation of this village uncovered 101 houses
overlapped, four pits, and a ditch. There also found a lot of sherds and various stone
implements that included arrowheads, axes, whetstones, reaping knives and spindle
whirls. A comma-shaped bead, some glass beads and a socketted iron axe were also

collected.

Surveys in Korimoto and Sakuragacka Campuses

Three surveys were conducted by the center in the two campuses. The test
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excavation in Sakuragaoka Campus revealed an undisturbed layer that contained the
cultural remains of Yayoi period. This area is so important to require the future wide

excavation for the reconstruction of human activities in Yayoi period in this region.

Appendix: Excavation of Area I-8 in Sakuragaoka Campus

The center carried the excavation of the site of Chronic Viral Diseases Center
Building of Faculty of Medicine from May to July 1994. The excavation revealed
cultural remains and artifacts in the second to the fourth layers there. On the surface of
the third layer four houses, three of which belonged to early Yayoi period, were
excavated besides many sherds, stone arrowheads and a spindle whirl. Another house
and some artifacts including sherds and a broken stone axe were also found belonging to
late Yayoi period. No remains and artifacts were found here, which belonged to middle
Yayoi period. An oven put together by river pebbles and clay was found from the lower
part of the fourth to the fifth layers. The surface of the oven were changed red heated by
high temperature. This oven belonged to early Jomon period. Only Maebira type pottery

of early Jomon was collected in the fourth layer.
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