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Summary

The objective of this study was to obtain fundamental information regarding the development of rearing
techniques for gosling. The adaptation to water and cold tolerance of goslings were investigated.

1) The time budget of bathing behaviour of the rearing goslings was significantly smaller than that of
Aigamo ducklings during 2-12 d of age (P < 0.05). 2) There were no significant differences in bathing time
under the forced bathing treatment between Aigamo ducklings and goslings at 0 d of age. However, the
bathing time of goslings at 7 and 14 d of age was significantly shorter than that of Aigamo ducklings.
3) Body temperature of goslings reached over 40C at 4 d of age. The drops in body temperature of
goslings after exposing cold environment (10C) for 180 min at 6 and 12 d of age were significantly
smaller than that of 0 d of age.

The results indicated that goslings had lower bathing ability compared to Aigamo ducklings, though

thermoregulation in goslings might be well-developed at about 6 d of age.
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