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The Two Elderly Sisters in King Lear and the Division of Love:
Their Adulterous Relationship with Edmund

NIWA Saki

Abstract

This paper focuses on the relationship between Lear’s division of his kingdom in Act 1, Scene 1, and its
incompatibility with the division of love, which Lear requests his three daughters — Goneril, Regan, and Cordelia
— to prove. In particular, I analyse several scenes in which Lear’s two elderly daughters, who are married, struggle
to win the affection of Gloucester’s illegitimate son Edmund by outwitting each other, and clarify how their feud is
closely linked to the concept of division of feelings and kingdom in this play. One of the main sources of the play,
The True Chronicle Historie of King Leir and His Three Daughters (1605), does not contain any stories about
Edmund. The subplot of the adulterous relationship between two sisters and Edmund in King Lear is Shakespeare’s
creation, and their lack of affection towards their father and the desire to win the adulterous relationship have a great

impact on the other scenes, which, consequently, creates a unique atmosphere in the whole play.
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T A=V T OZSTRWVEHEIHT 5 U T O, EbliR- b OBAIN RAEI 2o 72 ) T HE Ot
W= B BT D OE WM TH Lo T2 =ML, ZOMIRE 722 RIS Geoffrey of Monmouth
Historia Regum Brittaniae (c. 1135), M OEIESZSFELD 1590 E{WC%}%’GL@%%E EEDNDIEE
AFED TV 7 FAERGE) (The True Chronicle Historie of King Leir and His Three Daughters) D& &3 U 4%
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BIVTNDHZ L ThHD, [V T EFRG] TlE, =T 70BEERTHD 7 7 0 AEDHKD AL HF]
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K ClE, ¥ =A 7 AT DAV F /M Db H—DOEBE /YT 7 my N ChHhD, = v FD
TS D HIARY N E U —T U ORENTIER L, AOBEN, FRREOR & 72 587 0%
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RPN OEE SN DL b LEREB Y ITREAEDSEE UL, £oSEOTEEMEL I bEE5
LML DITTTHoT, L LEWRIE H U CREE 2k S 2 2O L7 AL,
FERANCHRA~ & 20, S L BRSO RO ENZ D, T70bb, 22 TEFOEA LHEL
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DLtz H® Nothing” ~E [ I BHRE, 130T BT LRIARK CEE 2R A TH -T2 &
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TV 7ED 181 BRBNT, V7T L2IRY VLY —H o OREEL . 2—F7 14— ) 7T ORLHE
WOSHRMET,  Z OB FlR O BHRIC OV TR 2 ZRIERE B L T2, VTR AR boks
THEEDOETEBUHT S L AT L TELRN TR Y L E Y — ORI TR L TES, I,
AT HOBZHATOEARWNIS U T, LW Al E 52 19 L35, AWITRODTND G
DEZNENTIIAIND V)T, ZOFAHORLD &0 1T FORG| 2 ER L Q5 28, ZOHS|
BN, B ERBEROMREEE T 72 AU ) L7272 BT BHR AR R L Q0 D, RIS, B0 &
D) RERITEANCT W ARORE 2, BIZRX D EEL S AT & [F UMIEEAE S [E T &
iz DLW H T, ZORBINY TIZESTHRRITHD Z EIFBEOBIZH LN TH D, RELEIEA
LTV THENREDZ LK ODRWVIRBUL, ZOBmO T v T A7 X L) —J@EE im0 D,

BAEOEE DA B - TBE [ SN 2 L OFEE ., 130D T HRBOEHET A Mok
B a—F 4=V T OZFEZIRELTND, U T ORI L, BRI B R 5T My
H720 ) (‘Nothing’ (1.1.89)) E&x 2 2—7 ¢ —U 7L, Hidh T (BRI HITRNRH 0 e s 2edE:
DT _RTEBIRFRT D EEDNLHDTL X9 ? ) (‘Why have my sisters husbands, if they say / They love
youall?’ (1.1.99-100)) &, B L Ali7= HOCY I ~EEE BT NI D, * HAcDiBRIc LU, SHER
FNEOBAFEH TE 2O THIUL, BHIFRDIN D72 LOFAFIIAH TR R~DEHEEL LT 100 /8
—kr MyElER TR LT, KB~ 100 /35—t FEFRT A boRFitbZ b
WECTHD, ZOLIRa—T 44—V T OmBL, FHRA 7T 0 BT &t L biiFEDH
BT D —fRAMES L —E LD, BilZIE 1598 4EDRIZ72 % Henry Smith &) B =a— 1 Z 4%
ROORZCCIL, MEBR ARSI e~ DiES & LT, EWRUR L CRIUATH 5 Z L OREIS A0
TS,

With whom should the wife rejoice rather than with her husband? Or with whom should she mourn willingier
than with her own flesh? . . . Besides a yoke-fellow she is called a /elper, to help him in his business, to help
him in his labours, to help him in his troubles, to help him in his sickness, like a woman physician, sometime
with her strength, sometime with her counsel. . . . Besides a helper she is called a comforter too . . . wives must

be the rejoicing of their husbands. . . . (82-83)

Z OO, 1622 FEICHIR S AL, SR < FEEN - William Gouge OAEIRDIMGFOFZ G, AR AR
FENRELZDZ ERONNTIUI )2 o> TOBDIEZ TN D, (89-94) ZD L 9 7oLz i T, 2V
e V=T ATANTZ B OB AT T2 OIBDO U 72 kE | 100 S~k FOFEF L B> Tt
RS UTZBIREIR N E WD S FEIRASER O D, LvL, — R 5 ERBICRZ D ZORBIE, S
NE V=T DNZDHTFDENLREIEND D LA DRERDTHS I D,

FIE, VT OB BRI 3 AW HISk LTSS SNTUINWRNWZ L2 2 2 TR L TR & 72
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WV, 1HE 135 Ta—7 10— 7 ® Nothing® &WVIIREIZY a v 7 &%) T, Tz nbiZAn
DO HNORE LWFRIIREZWDTIEIDH D ) TH-72] (‘oved her most, and thought to set my rest
/ On her kind nursery.” (1.1.124-25)) &<, F/oax UV —Ho b, KPR a—F 41—V T E20bIE
ARIERSTWEZ LIZER L, BOFESY b ENTART T L T D,

Goneril: You see how full of changes his age is. The
Observation we have made of it hath not been little.
He always loved our sister most, and with what poor
judgement he hath now cast her off appears too grossly.
(1.1.290-93)

ZHOETIL BIOEHOGH CRIZHBOEET A M Lz ) 7HEED, ZBlE LTOEEEZ%EHT
VRN L, ZLTARI NG V=T ATZNEH B UDHI> TV Z LA AL L TN D,
DFD ., b UL bOEERIE a—F 4 — U T OZWNFRRE THIUL, Zh e 5| S IGEE S
AHTETIE, RBUTR D AIERLILTWS a—F 4 — U TIZE > TRV FRRbD L7 o72ThA IR
WEBFICHEN S ® 5, (MREEORE L TENENARTZHICS SO LWE G OMTF LR L= &
[l TS AR Y e U= AZE 5T, FRERIO S ESCROMFHIEZ 7 b0 p BT, U7
DOENEN T—F 4 — U TIZWBIZAEDNS &7t UT, EDOBD Z NORBUTT DR 70925 B,
BIREL NS LV LAEEEE LN EZ Do T A~ DEE L2 5 Z L B ARETH D, ° b
R =A 7 2T O [V T7E] Tk, TRUAL Y —HUTBRSRES L TRY ., Tnehndidt
IR NFFE I T A VAERE W I RREILR S DD, SETHERO TV 7 FERGEE] Tl
SAOBUINT IS 7RISR, T 28 LY [V 7 E] 0L Y 7o HRESICE - TR
DT ENLOTIH RS, ENENT ) VLE LA T OREETHLHa—r UVt Xy 7T
EA, K CEBIWTHRD D Z LI oTNND,

Leir: What resteth then, but that we consummate
The celebration of these nuptiall Rites?
My Kingdome I do equally devide.
Princes, draw lots, and take your chaunce as falles.
[Then they draw lots.]
These I resigne as freely unto you,
As earst by true succession they were mine.

(The True Chronicle Historie of King Leir;, 547-52. Bullough, 350.)
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FLUTHNR Ca—7 ¢ — U 7HFER LI OEIG OMBLCTE UL, SN BE LWER O THIE b
DRIgmo T IR YL —H L, BOOFEEZEITFTE LT, FRICba—7 — U 72 &
ZADEYRRIZHTIE R FEOHE - ChHDH= R~ REBRAIZDOTH D,
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BT MTh720] ZEZ2EWT 5 LR, SR U LY —HrOSEER b EATORN] ZEd
BEICHTRT 5, 2—7 44— U7, ATz b EHREA TEZ 5 XBI~OFEEIX, FOFHED L
ZIZHIBITFEATE LT, PENEERT LA2E L TWD, TAUE LTIz L THAIUL, fHEE
WO HIZRADMPEARFICANTZLL L, BITRSEELEE LU 20T, LN LS HEDE
bzl Ltz HOSED TN &\ D BIOFLEN DI X BT & TR ADOBOR0NS 2R T 720
TIHRWNEWN RIS Hx TL 2.

T —T VRO Foakes (X, 1982 #£> Adrian Noble DfiHIZ725 RSC @ [V 7 £l Ol
IZBWT, IRUAE T =T, BIEE WSS S LV R HEEE TILERIC ) R o T e 2
2 ) TITNT D E L CWAHIEZET, iz bOLERREMANLT L H AR AR E T2V RO
ATREPEAFAAT LT D, OIS T, I HDRDIGII ol DB E | KEBDRITTR
BUCHZD )T LE ) a—F 4 — ) TORAESIHLENTND & END, 37) BEEOEEE W
IBLENSIEZ UL, RN SEEE SIFEZT Qe THADE TETHARBIHE LR TH A
KUV —=H oD, WESAmSEMAL T D, £ 212, E 0TI SRR 2R
D2 EBMIRITRD HID, FREMRITICET B L TORE &) HRSHARN S,

FEIRIC RV CERIMEORME 5.2 Dotz a1 Vv e U=, ZORE L LTRBUCHET
ERDDHOTHIUL, ZOFEE U TEIEREIC) e o T RRRER 85 Z L 1d, b siilki-H
PV RDRBEDHETH -T2 L TR D, £ LT, KBOEEADENLSSGTa—7 1+ — U 7 HHO
WA D5T ENITTAIL. 2—T 4+ —UTAGOH ET 7RI Z5448T 5 LRIFHC, A= b3 E
DN H BT T D BEN B R, STV 7] T 1 1 Hoa—F 1 — U T OEFNL,
SHHIRANE L CEMNTHO BROBHRICIZZR > 722 E b L TH D, Mddmtln b, ffilz b~
BREEDIZL TN D,

Cordelia: I know you what you are,
And like a sister am most loath to call

Your faults as they are named. (1.1.271-73)
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Cordelia: Time shall unfold what plighted cunning hides,
‘Who covert faults at last with shame derides.  (1.1.282-83)

DX D= ANOBRIE, 172 &8l D723 > T ASDBEE EI & W O TTAIZ Lo T IRERNITIEE
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PUERTERLLIIC, VTICE DR bA~OEE R EETAEIL, TRV &) —T R Baa7ZR
Fg a2 o < HED ETHEREL LTS, LL, YA Z7AET7O [V 7T Tk, AT
TBRIBET B & OB A& < T2 O & L3 Ty, itz bo, EREEEIC) R o7
EHBEAMIEDER L Th s LThUE, FOBDAD, = Fvy RED MRS 1T, AN
BN ABFE~DRME M NIV EFFO AN TH S Z L AR HIRAST 5, /- bDZDX 578
BEOML 1L, 15 1 35T, B REDIUEAKEIIE TR o7l LT/ A2 =03 5553 HD
HERIZ L - T, BIRICBHIR R ST, BIOFIATY r AZ—(X, = K< ROFAEIZONT, TH
REDL] (afalt (1.1.15) EWIFHEEZHORA GG, PG X oot Z & &7 v MAZFT B
s,

Gloucester: Sir, this young fellow’s mother could;
Whereupon she grew round-wombed, and had, indeed,
sir, a son for her cradle ere she had a husband for her

bed. Do you smell a fault? (1.1.12-15)

Though this knave came something saucily to the world
before he was sent for, yet was his mother fair, there was
good sport at his making, and the whoreson must be
acknowledged. (1.1.20-23)

AXRYNE V=T BEDEEEEZD > THALL G ) = Ry ROPATONTD I n A X —D5E
DI, AN EITINNREIERE ORI Ch 5 L FIRHC, ZORERE L TAEEN i~ a1 Y L L
V—H L OEERIEOER) 2 T 5L R L s, T 2oL &k
~URDZEE, FASHTHRWVWENS OFITHES 7 0 A X —DOEFNBIOFIRICEA SN D Z &I
LV, BOREENSZ LTk Y Ve U =T MMICEE DT bR LM HBIEIIIB TE 20 TH
%o T—T UHROWE Forkes (&, 7 nAZ =G5> Rvr R &), KHE, ER#HSI37-
HEBLBEOEE 51X 217 %] (‘his energy, humour and self-command at once engages our interest’) & 7~
TN, (44)
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B pmERED \THDH L E, BIFIZHONIT DTS S,
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T Rv2 N 1 H2 B CTROGDOEAEICOWTED . BB ZOMIAZZITT27e ) @& & BIRDOARE
DTl UTIESEL L5 &AM, NF0%IC L AfTEnIEinic., /238 solEIcar 7Ly
U Z%FFoTND Z L HBIEITR DD D, ITBLD Vv AR —Z SRR | ST RA7—03
SO ERATND EEVIAEE D, ZHUTHAPRBUZGEEESN WA Z 2%, HOIZH LT
AT 272D HRTH DD, WHITRBIOEET A FE LTV EWHRT, ZOHEIE, 1 715
2B 2D T ORI HIZHT 2 EHET A MORBRE /oo TnD, LvLITHP 2T, BIETEIUTETHE
o ThT RH—L D EOHAIZ E2SN R &S BUEIE, I Tl Fx Y ve U —A i
G AR DEZ®IT D, AOOFEMETI R Ve Y =T 2R e 25 2 & Tt o
B LINLZZThHERE, A 7 AET DA EFT-0i, [H e —] 10885447 —a—D L)
TR LA DML TIE 2R o T2,

IRYNEY—H R, 77 ABEOBHEE IR VIETTETHL BODOEEFHLIA O LkE!
W2, FERIIIT & b B Lo LRI, = R~ RIZRO L DT T= Fv o RiERiTv Esh
TW=DTE, BIOTDIIFEEZTR L, 20OHETHZK LD L5V, OB G N \Wi-HIlH
FAFED,

Edmund: Yet Edmund was beloved:
The one the other poisoned for my sake,

And after slew herself.® (5.3.237-39)

ZOEFEL. BN AOEMEICEUEEE I STV E 8-> TEID T, IESEY I L9722
La LI o A= Bl T 2% L Z E 2R LTV D,
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D, Y771y hCTHYZRRLIRY L, U= = R~y RO NWBRICLENEE 52 20584 b2
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SHAHYLER TS U 7 OWREIT Ny BE— 0 RREFE 7203, oA 7 AT O [V T E] I8N T
13 BEREEOE RGN R AT — Tl DRV B OIRIE IR RIE ) MR T 7
GEOEEOT Ty RBAAENTNEDG ZF, ZNENOBG AN LV EEAX L LT-ERE S
Z 5, BOEOLEFSOTHS,
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1 [UV7E] ROZOFTEGTH S [TV 7 EHERGEE] O BN OW TR RS 523, B2
IR TRWZD, WL B HERIDZE H7avy, 72721, WiV DSBEE A > THEIMNLIZZ &
HHLNTH D,

2 VA7 AETO [VTE] T U T ORI DN T E 22 D EE LA 573, TV
7 EHEAGL) T BUIBOFH TREDOZE LT LTEFITEN T D IREFREDO A X+ U Uy
—PMDEBRFTEHT IR BIZEHE ED L D ISR L TRD DDRETH DA HITHHR L TV
Do 12720 JAY O NIHPVEEICFZES L 5 BEL TR0 b 5T, RO TEEFT A b
17700 MIERI U Ch D,

3 TU7HERF) T HEONEREII=Z UL LA T ORERD A= T4V EEF v
TVTEN, S CEGINTRD D, BERGH TS L25< LW OBESOELRIEE < Ashton (ZIH
FRIEEEDMFEATIA 1 5 26 HilciiT 5, < UBI&E TR 2k 252 Hll T T, (4)

4 LUF [V 7E] OFSGBIAKOSIATENL. 7—7 VIS . BAGERIS N ERESR (A7)
A LTz,

5 r7 Uy VROME Halio (X, TRV NAE V=T ORAEBE D LT ML, LUV T
BTHDHZ EDOFHLTH D &ik~TW %, (‘Gonerill and Regan suffer later for their lusts, which by then
include a deadly competition for Edmond. In this respect, in so far as they mean to enforce their wills in order to
realize their purposes and desires without regard for the interests and claims of others, Gonerill and Regan show
themselves to be truly Lear’s daughters.”) (20)

6 7 UARLTOT P~ FOLHEL Edmond &72->ThY, o7V v URT 7 A FTIEIbLbH%E
BHLTWD, AaO5IIZIZy —7 RT 7 2 B THOSATWS Edmund OFF D IZHE-T2,
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