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Recording and Preserving Air Raid Memories in Kagoshima City
JIANG, Shan

Abstract

Although some aspects of the Kagoshima air raids have been uncovered, there have been few studies on the
overall image of the air raids or the project to record their history after the war. Therefore, to understand
how memories of the air raids are recorded and preserved nationwide, we need to look at how that is being
undertaken in areas that have not been dealt with yet.

This paper aims to reveal how people have recorded and passed on air raid experiences in Kagoshima City
using archives, observations and interviews.

The findings revealed that since the early 70s, recording the memories of air raids in Kagoshima
progressed in conjunction with what was happening nationally. Starting with the Minami Nihon Shimbun
newspaper asking for readers to send in air raid experiences in 1972, two organisations, Kagoshima-ken no
kiishii o kiroku suru kai and the Consumers Cooperative Society Kagoshima, were formed to record the history
in the 80s. These private groups took the lead in recording and preserving memories of the air raids without
relying on the local government. Problems surrounding the recording and preserving of air raid memories are
that the members of the organisations have been working together for many years and young people find it

hard to join in and that academic research into the air raids has not yet revealed what actually happened.

Keywords : Kagoshima air raids, recording of air raid memories, preserving memories
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