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Confrontation in post-war Amami politics
—Focusing on trends leading up to the Yasu-Toku Feud—

KOTOBUKI, Yoichiro

Abstract

The aim of this article is to understand why the fierce political struggle in the Amami Islands, the Yasu-Toku
Feud, took place by looking at two points: the movement of post-war politics in the islands and the conflict
axis between the two sides.

The Yasu-Toku Feud refers to three national elections from 1981 to 1993 contested between Yasuoka
Okiharu, the incumbent member of the House of Representatives and defense council in the Lockheed bribery
scandal case and Tokuda Torao, director of the Tokushiikai Medical Group, an organisation that was in the
limelight for championing reform in Japanese healthcare. At the time, the Amami Island constituency was the
only single seat in the House of Representatives, the rest being multiple-seat constituencies.

The stage for the feud, the Amami Islands, with a population then of 150,000 (120,000 today) and 1250km?
in size, is a disadvantaged region, having had a difficult past, oppressively taxed by the Satsuma Domain and
imposed under American occupation for seven years after the end of WWII and geographically lying in the
typhoon alley between Okinawa and the Japanese mainland, with limited agricultural and industrial output as
well as poor transportation and social infrastucture.

It was in this region that the Yasu-Toku feud waged, but many newspapers, weeklies, magazines and
television stations took up the story. In particular, Tokuda became the focal point for a time and more 30 books
were published, some self-authored, about him. All were by journalists and episodic, not centering on the feud
with Yasuoka.

As for academic work, there is an article in Soma Masao's book about Japan's general election in 1983.
Soma conducted many local interviews and considered from a political perspective. However the 1983
election was only the first of the three election battles undertaken by the pair.

The first section of this paper, the lead up to the feud, provides an overview of the political trends from the
election immediately after the return to Japanese sovereignty of the Amami Islands, the formation and collapse
of the confrontation and the period when Yasuoka Okiharu’s strength was built.

The second section looks at the growth of a long-awaited rivalry, following the different maneuvers for
candidate support focused on the so-called losing side that came together to depose Yasuoka.

The final section, the emergence of Tokuda, describes how Tokuda Torao, who was advancing healthcare
reform nationally, came to the candidacy in his hometown Amami Islands constituency with the resolution to

destroy healthcare business.
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