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The acceptance of classical Chinese literature in Japanese medieval songs:
From Kanginshi to kyogen

XIE, Lin

Abstract

The medieval Kanginshii collection of kouta songbook has a great number of works that were influenced by
classical Chinese literature. This thesis focuses on the 26" song and in particular the word -4k shaurin in the
song and how classical Chinese literature has influenced medieval songs in order to highlight the influence of
the song on kyogen.

First of all, there are two readings of _#K, shaurin and uenohayashi, and 1 will estimate which one is
used by considering the number of syllables, comparing the copy of the songbook that exists today with the
original. I think the 26™ song is superb and full of artistic technique from the perspective of its content and
interest.

Next, researching different kinds of medieval literature, I look at whether scholars at the time had learnt
the word, shaurin. My findings show that not only did they know the word, but they could also use it to write
poetry expertly.

Finally, Naruko in kydgen also has a song which is similar to the 26" song in Kanginshii. Starting with the
Tensho Kyogenbon, 1 compared the words of this song with others that appear in all kinds of kyogen from the
middle ages until the present day. Obviously, they were found to have been changed for different purposes.
The 26" song was not written to have a direct bearing on the everyday lives of the lower classes. Instead, it
uses classical Chinese literature and culture in the form of kouta to express the fusion of Japanese and Chinese

culture.

Keywords : Kanginshi, shaurin, classical Chinese literature, kydgen, song
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