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Acceptance of Riyuanxinci among Chinese people — Based on the survey of the
degree of the acceptance of new loanwords from Japanese to Chinese —

ZHANG, Xiaona

Abstract
Since the implementation of China's "Reform and Opening up" policy in 1978, loanwords imported from
Japanese, such as “fI% %> (Otaku), “#i” (Moe), etc. have been called " H J5#i & (Riyuanxinci)".

A survey was conducted in three regions (three cites) of China in 2018 to see how new loanwords are
spreading into social groups. The degree of acceptance of 45 Riyuanxinci were considered by examining
the correlation between the acceptance of Riyuanxinci and the social categories of Riyuanxinci users such as
region, age, etc. In addition, referring to the results of the survey conducted in 2015 (Zhang, 2018) for the
acceptance of Riyuanxinci collected from other sources, a more comprehensive picture of the process of spread
of new words in Chinese society.

The results of the analysis indicate that 45 Riyuanxinci were accepted to some extent, but many of them
are still not well-accepted, and it is not yet clear whether these words will be established or not in future. As
for the relationship between the acceptance of Riyuanxinci and the social categories of Riyuanxinci users,
region and age influence the acceptance of Riyuanxinci. This result shows that the larger the city scale is, the
more young people accept Riyuanxinci. Especially, among the respondents, 10's to 30's in Shanghai accepted
Riyuanxinci most in this survey. Furthermore, each word showed various degree of acceptance depending on
the social categories of respondents.

This paper also compares the results of the 2018 survey with that in 2015. Three differences were
observed: (D the average degree of acceptance was lower than the previous survey, (2 The influence of
education was not found, (3 the difference of the acceptance degree among each age group was larger in the
2018 survey. This would be due to the fact that the period after the import is shorter and many of them are
subculture-related for the words of the 2018 survey.

Keywords : Riyuanxinci, loanwords from Japanese to Chinese, degree of acceptance, the acceptance of

loanwords
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