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Summary

We studied the feeding habits of the Japanese hare, Lepus brachyurus brachyurus, in the Takakuma Experimental Forest
of Kagoshima University, Tarumizu City, Kagoshima Prefecture, during the period from April 2014 to April 2015. We established
a study plot in a Japanese cypress stand, a Japanese cedar stands, and a clear-cut area. We recorded plant species with
feeding marks, the number of feeding marks, the height and size of each feeding mark every month. We also evaluated the
degree of vegetation cover of 50cm above the ground. Feeding marks were observed by 47 species of trees, 32 species of
herbs, and 3 species of ferns. The number of feeding marks varied greatly among plant species and parts of a plant. A lot of
feeding marks were observed on Hydrangea luteo-venosa, Rubus illecebrosus etc., which were thought to be preferred spe-
cies, while Ligustrum japonicum, Ophiorrhiza japonica etc., were less preferred species with few feeding marks. Feeding on
ferns might be a characteristic feature of the hare in southern Kyushu. The preference of the hares to plant species might
change with the species composition of the ground vegetation. The hares usually cut leaves, twigs, and stems =70cm above
the ground, and the diameter at almost cutting parts was =7mm. The number of the feeding marks correlated negatively to
the degree of ground vegetation cover. In plots with 10-25% of vegetation cover, the number of feeding marks was largest, and
in plots with a dense vegetation cover, the number of feeding marks was smallest. These results suggest that the favorite sites

of the hare for foraging are places with the shelter and the space where they can move freely and access to plants easily.
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