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Abstract

An ovigerous female specimen of Nerocila phaio-
pleura Bleeker, 1857 was collected from a bottom
trawl catch in offshore waters of the East China Sea on
28 July 1994 during a research cruise onboard the Mie
University’s training vessel Seisui-maru. This repre-
sents the first record of N. phaiopleura from the East
China Sea. While the specimen was found on the man-
tle of a Japanese common squid, Todarodes pacificus
Steenstrup, 1880 (Cephalopoda: Ommastrephidae), it
most probably transferred from an unknown fish host
to the squid in the trawl net during fishing operation or
net retrieval.
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Fig. 1. Nerocila phaiopleura, ovigerous female (25.2 mm in body length), from the mantle surface of a Japanese common squid, Todarodes
pacificus, in a bottom trawl catch in offshore waters of the East China Sea on 28 July 1994. A, body; B, cephalon and pereonites 1-3; C,
pleon and pleotelson with uropods. Ethanol-preserved specimen, dorsal views. Note: black stripes are recognized on the lateral parts of the
pleonites and pleotelson and on the uropod peduncles and exopods of the specimen preserved in 70% ethanol for more than 26 years. Scale
bars: A, 10 mm; B, 2 mm; C, 4 mm.
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Fig. 2. Location (closed circle) of bottom trawling in the
East China Sea (30°57'33"N, 127°35'85"E-31°01'00"N,
127°24'54"E), where the specimen of N. phaiopleura was
collected, during a research cruise onboard the Mie University’s
training vessel Seisui-maru. The routes of a warm current, the
Kuroshio, and its branch, the Tsushima Current, are also shown.
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