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Abstract

Two tramp ant species in the genus Pheidole, i.e., P.
magacephala and the P. parva-complex (new to main-
land Japan), were found to be already established in
mainland Kagoshima, South Japan. They inhabited ho-
tel/residential areas of Ibusuki-shi, Satsuma Peninsula
along the coast; P. megacephala nest entrances were
seen on the ground surface. In the sites with P mega-
cephala other ant species were generally scarce, while
the P. parva-complex was seemed to be more tolerant
toward other species. Among the eight sites surveyed,
these two species co-occurred in two sites but from
different transects.
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Fig. 1. Map showing the eight survey sites in Yunohama, Ibusuki-
shi, Kagoshima where powdered-cheese baiting was conducted.
A—C indicate preliminary survey sites, among which the
Pheidole parva-complex was found in A and C. (§§1&1i15D
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Table 1. Frequency of occurrence of three Pheidole aliens at eight sites around Yunohama, Ibusuki-shi, Kagoshima.

Site 1 Site 2 Site 3 Site 5 Site 6 Site 7 Site 8
P. megacephala 16 12 15 0 5 16 9
P. parva-complex 0 0 0 2 2 0 4
P. indica 0 0 0 3 1 0 2

In each site 20 powdered-cheese baits were set up.
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Table 2. Other ants found at eight sites sampled.

Sites confirmed for each species

Monomorium chinense 1,5,6,7
Cardiocondyla itsukii 4,5
Tetramorium bicarinatum 8

Tapinoma melanocephalum 2,5, 8
Nylanderia amia 2,4,5
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