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Midwives’ confidence to provide care in harsh medical environments
and areas in which they lack competence:

training midwives who can work on remote islands
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Abstract

PURPOSE: B prefecture is located in southern Japan and includes 28 remote islands that suffer from a shortage of doctors
and midwives. This study was conducted to elucidate midwives’ confidence to provide care on remote islands and the ar-
eas in which they lack competence. METHODS: This study involved a cross-sectional questionnaire survey. Subjects
were 508 graduates of midwifery training institution A. The survey period was from October to December, 2014 and the
survey consisted of a questionnaire created by the researchers that was distributed by mail. The survey form was com-
posed of the question about confidence to work at the solitary island. This study was approved by Ethics Committee of the
Faculty of Medicine, Kagoshima University (n0.170366(374)E-M2). RESULTS: There was an answer from 173 midwives
(34.5%). Three midwives who were working at the solitary island were included. (1.7%). Only 8.1% of midwives had the
confidence to work at maternity clinics on remote islands. Confidence to provide midwifery care on remote islands was
lowest (1.8%) during the intrapartum period. Respondents selected “ability to can the resuscitation method of the new-
born”, “treatment ability of hemorrhage that exceeds reference range” and “ability to judge abnormal state and necessity
of transportation to another facilities” as competencies related to intrapartum care in which they lacked confidence. CON-
CLUSION: Midwives were very uneasy with working on remote islands due to the weight of responsibility that is felt. To
increase the number of midwives on remote islands, we found that a systematic career path and the ability to respond to
intrapartum abnormalities were necessary.
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