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False Dice and Fulham: Gambling and Its Relationship with the Roles of Markets
in Early Modern London

NIWA Saki

Abstract

This paper aims to clarify the historical background of Fulham, or Fullam, the name of the south-western part
of early modern London and, at the same time, another name for false dice that was used in 16" and
17%century England. In particular, I focus on the possibility of the relationship between false dice and
industries in Fulham in that period by analysing how the movement of trades people in market places in urban
areas contributed to an increase in the chance for them to negotiate with a wide range of people outside the
licensed markets. Markets made it easy for people in communities to contact each other, share information,
and engage in trading activities. This means that they also had a chance to trade items, including illegal ones
such as false dice that were related to gambling and other games. I refer to how Fulham was located in an

ideal place for various types of trading.
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IXC®IT

AT AET HHLE T HPENRA 7T v ROBIWERIZIL, F¥ 7 A THEDLN WM E
FH A au~OFENEL BZITOND, BlZIE The Winters Tale (1610) 1 F2 5TV 7 £V 4
T4 —RE, ERATORNERAEMNTND EBVIAL, A E TWpEEF A arn )
IZHED X | (“false / As dice are’ (1.2.132-34)) L5l % 5, The Merry Wives of Windsor (1600) 1 %% 3 35T
EA UL, TS EY A e Z2iEE) (for gourd and fullam holds’ (1.3.92)) &ffH L EZ AL
BATREE EIF TR M A5, T VAT 4 — R E A MVEHSR S S B 285 A
ThoH, ZANFEBIT, ENENOHFEIZEIT D AT HORNE i bmiICRTSEE LS LT,
WIRSEFA an g EAWVTH L TWD, EHEFOBIFIITRKRRE L TNRVICEN) o711
HEWRWD, BI04 RGHICBIT 2HET-HOVNEEY A aa~DF kN, BRICEROX v
YINDON BB ST LR AT b DI ETHIUE, FRUTES L, Fr oIV E
YA I EY EVIBEN LRSI E S THRTH S EEERT 5, IHICEA ML
D EROAFIZSH D ‘gourd” & “fullam’ D5 B, “fullam’ (TBIFIZ, W SITHIGZD T 2 K HUL
BRAND XF < 72V Fulham &0 9 384 Hidak &2 R R ST,

AT, RO X 2 BB DLOBTFAOMmAICH TS 20 EH A a4 L o7
Fulham (ZDOWTC, ZDAEET D R PEHIRORER IR 250D 5 B, KT 16, 17 i
ICRT BPERICET A CRICESZE T, T o7 EOBEHEZR TS5, SHIC, WS EYA
D XS IEER YR G TRk 2 2R OB | & FTREIC L7clio—2 & LT, YIlliEfiRA v 77
v RIZBT 2S5 ORLEEENZEE L, Fulham HHEE OBSE2HES,

1. Fulham &) SEOER

‘Fulham’ & \\9 SEDEFRIZOWT, OED 1Z1F ‘Of uncertain origin: by some conjectured to be
derived from the place-name Fulham, once a noted haunt of gamesters’ (588) & & V. F 7= Webster (ZH
‘by folk etymology (influence of Fulham, London borough formerly much frequented by professional
gamblers)’ (918) LRI SN TS, ZNHDOFIANL LMD LI, WHhEEV A iy &
BES1 B d £ 9107 o e IR ORI SV CEHER O3 A& HCuhigyy, 2 —J5 . Folklore in
Shakespeare % 3% 7= Thiselton-Dyer |£, Fulham &9 SIEOHK & L THlF DMLY 2l
fii LT %, (403) Fulham ORES %34 L7- Feret 1L, WS EH A av AEIZITEL L THRNE D
D, BRFOHIITI T HEROHA 22 REE N b, D7 L b U PR T HIFRIZIT, m o
R OMOHIE & Rk Z OHUETH X ¥ T AR L ATRDNTWEZ L EZH LML TV D,
( Feret, I, 42-51)

EFCARF OB Fulham &) SHELFVT, £OMEEZBEHITENTENND T LR
ELT, ROEMICER LT MLERH D, William Rowley (15852-1642?) D A New Wonder, A
Woman Never Vext (1610-14) &9 BEID 2 5 1 BFZBIF LU T ORI THh D, AT 4 —T L0
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BN ) HO 2a—ET 4 v 7D ANEY A an a2 T2 L TWAIGE T, A7 4
— T AT AN TS EY A aa ) (‘Fulum’) 25725 0iED, T4 v 27X L&D i
5, L7 h=—lZ 8 ZiZH2DNE->THhA] EHICAT 4 —T AZWEED 5,

Stephen: I thank you, sir, and so much a looser?
There’s but the waistband of my suit left: now,
Sweet bones!
Hugh: Twelve at all. [Throws.]
Stephen: Soft, this die is false.
Hugh: False? You do him wrong, sir; he’s
True to his master.
Stephen: Fullum!
Dick: I’ll be hang’d then! Where’s Putney, then, I pray you?
Stephen: "Tis false, and I’ll have my money again.

(A New Wonder, A Woman Never Vext, 2.1.93-103) *

1815 4™ Dilke DFEIZ, ‘Fullum or Fulham was a well-known name for false dice. One of the cheats
therefore sneeringly asks if one of the dice was Fulham, which of them was Putney, as Putney is on the
Thames immediately opposite to Fulham’ (262) & &% £ 912, 3 AOEREND, YRFOW NS £ A =
275, Fulham 7203 T < 7 A XN ZFRATERFED Putney & &> b T, REOHA ZHNTNITE
EOLITHNEN TN Z L3P0 D5, REICEA TN T, HROBENAT =7 %
T4y 7DD EYEME, 2 SOHBIZOWTRRIRA A=V a2 T 2720 OfREE R LT
W5 EWI) FHT, ZORBMEITEETH D, Fulham 130030 512 E > TR ER 2 R O5HT72
ST2DTH D,

2. vy RUWEREHEOD Fulham (22T

16 A5 17 HFUSHT TO Fulham & 1ZED X 5 MR TH 7075 57, BifEZe > K
CDOIREFOEICALE L, BHEEO A EZ R L TNDHDDTH X (the parish of Fulham) %, 7 A
ZINDOALFEITALE L, BiE Chelsea, PE1X Chiswick &Y Acton &5t % 729, Faulkner (2 JXAUZ,
William Camden (1551-1623) @ Britannia (1586) (= Fulham (2B 23BN H Y, 22 Tidb e b &
7 FED ‘Fullonham, Volucrum Domus’, 77 727>% ‘the habitation of birds, a place of fowls’ &9
BIENGLHTND & I TEY, S Fulham TlE Camden DFNA L ZIF AN B TND &Rk~
TW5, ) ZoHkiE, K ERRECTH S 720, HFtLIFEE 16 fitfd 5 17 bl Tk
JEHIDSRFEPHITIRAS > TNz, FE 72 Feret (2 KAUE, BIXOIEEEFLERD, EROFRAEFEE L
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TEZORM ORI 2 Hty & 9% husbandry DAt labourer, gardener, waterman, cordwiner, victualer 72
Ehkx RIFENRZT H5, (Feret, 1, 40) 16 HAL 5 17 HALUZNT T > RO N TR
PCHUIN L7228, ZHAUTHECERSE, RER EARFREHLOTE S &£ 7272, Fulham HUs TH
BINLEFEITIIE AL ey Frofig~HEni, ZOXI 72K E, BREEEEANAT
RbITWEZ EMAZ D,

FEHXOFMOREILD £ 9 ET A RJNZH LTWD Z EXS, Faulkner & Feret DUNT LML
B YRR AE L & T Dk A REBOANT LX) TN, RLEATH 722 LD
I TW5, (Faulkner, 4-5, Feret, I, 31-38) & HIZHAITAH E L TR Tidel., 2oz 4y
ADPBERAES BT B Sz bk _XbnTng, B K<, 2o REE LT In
TimAARDZE (D %) EHERAL] B, AEOTDONFHE BV D b OERESMRIE, 4
Rt b KK ERONTZREM TH D, ZOXIBRIE S, AFELHENAVIRL D, ALk
RELTory RUfilG & ZDORADD7R218 ) ZRd—filE F 25,

The season for the blennetting for roach and dace begins on the first of July. They are caught here in great
abundance, especially after a heavy rain. Their scales are sold to the Jews for the purpose of making false
pearls, and are worth from twelve shillings to a guinea per quart. . . . Eels are caught hereabouts very
large and fine. The principal method of taking them is by means of pots made of basket-work, laid at the

bottom of the river. A great many are also taken by bobbing. (Faulkner, 4-5)

EPEMCRSEO TR EIIFHIN R EA SND LT 2, vy R AOOBEIN, K OHUEIZ b
WL . ZBETEEE LChe oM G E2FIATEZ LW FNEN S H Y | Fulham O Rk 7
FERMD D HAUE, EREDOATEITINAZ JIAD DR FTEEI O FIZH D Lo TWeE F 25,
7T, RWIZH 2D X 572 Fulham DREZERIEEDIERIL, Beier 28832 X 912, NLER
ERRREZ AR L TnDdr Yy R etz LoD, TOREEXZ 5z T,

The reason for the plethora of idle youngsters was that the metropolitan economy was incapable of
providing them all with regular work. As well as living in slum conditions, the migrant was likely to be
underemployed, when not unemployed. Ironically, London’s economy was expanding during the period.
Its rise to a monopoly position in English cloth exports, its growth as a centre for conspicuous
consumption, and its booming agricultural trade must have generated considerable demand for labour.

(44)

S 5|2 Faulkner OFCIRIZIX, YEFOWN (sand-bank) (2R3 5B H & U | Fulham D7 A XD
TEENSEFITHE L TR AKEEETHEHR SIS BT RUOULE~EITN & Shd,
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3. Fulham (Z331F B8 L AL DFEE

WEE, PR ZOHIRTENTZTF X v T ADBEATH S T2ONCONT, ARUTHE Skt
SR AT OIINEECTH S 25, Feret 23817 T D 1654 4E & 1659 450D Parish Book (21%, 7 — 2
DFZE L TN ETHEIEEZRE bR -E - bOMEOK RSN H 5, ZhHLOERNG, 7@
SN TWDBEFDOKILO—AT, BOKE Y OXHRE LT SINTZZEDAMZ LT r 7z
BLETWAD, RWVERICES> T—ERW-ERLD2OPBRTHA D, MVKEEY OXRER->
TOEEATAIILLTORIN S oD L2, A ar, Ru, I—RREFKELTHD,

The amusements of the inhabitants of Fulham in ancient times were not always of the most harmless

character.

Dice

(1) 1474 Two men named Henry Halle and Thomas Fuller, who were ‘commonly wont to convey

privately and to keep safe all in their houses and to play at ‘talos’ (i.e dice) and other illicit games at a

time when they ought not,” were fined 6d. each. (Court Rolls)

(2) 1475 John Aleyn of Westend (i.e. West End, Hammersmith), Thomas ffuller and John Aleyn, son of

Roger Aleyn, were presented because ‘they are wont to play at ‘talos’ and other illicit games and to sit up

all night and sleep all day (ac vigilare p’ tota. Noctem et dietum dormire) and are not willing to serve or

to work when required.” Accordingly, John Aleyn of Westend was fined 12d. and the other two 6d. each.

(Court Leet)

Bowls

(1) 1524 Bowls, always a popular game with Fulham men, were interdicted at a View in 1524: ‘No one
inhabiting within this Lordship shall play at the game of bowls under penalty xjd.’

(2) Bishop Aylmer used to play at bowls in the grounds of Fulham Palace.

(3) 1609 It was presented that: ‘“Thomas Iles, gent., John Pulford, gent., Master Longe, John Yated and
divers others play at Bowles for their recreation Wherefore in mercy 6s. 8d. each.’

(4) In Puritan times a special licence had to be obtained from the Lords of the Council before a person
could construct a bowling green.

Cards

(1) 1507 The following presentment was made: ‘Alice, wife of Lewis Davy, keeps bad rule in her house
and permits the servants of divers of the tenants to play at cards (ad cardas) and such like for the
whole night to the common nuisance.” (Court General)

Under the Commonwealth the laws against drunkenness, gambling and other offences were enforced with
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Puritanical zeal. (Adapted from Feret, I, 48-61)

AU LD & YIFDOA XY ZAOEEFIEIL 1A R0V T 1V T 12R_RURA 17T Y
VSV T BEBAOHEY 1 Y T ThoTn E V) G BT OFITI L TE L 720, (122-25)
Feret (X, ZALHDOHINSN7ZEI&IFERKH S L ITEBBEEE ~OFMICHTHNIZLE LTS
D, FHEBRICOWTIARHATH D, BRAHFILIT 74 RU 2 VR EREOILIERERENE Z &

SFAL. Hx OFFIZFEN L TND, £ THIEES — LD E TRET STl % OFLERNE D
b, BIZIFHEROY— T 7 o MET TR BATHLIMANENEIE LD, URDOF ¥ 7
NEIRD & RNERRLZ D,

S 5T Ashton (X, BHRHE - L H 072 0 7 — AITRE L TOVeFEITdL, 1529 FFIr 7Y v
POty T RU—RHRT, 77 4~— LW IBMBAENN T — N7 — LDz W TEOREIC
DWTI#HZ LIz & AR LOZFNIFFIZELS I THRFETHIEEICR T2 & WO Filico
WTIHRRTWN D, (28) FAUTEMARIZIE, = U PR 1R ERPER OB TRb 7 7 v a
TN — AT -7z L Thiselton-Dyer 23585 E ZAD, 7Y Au b 77Dz W2
BT, MY OREETNRY BN TIEH > T2 CERKE LS RETIRED TH o2 E, 20D
A& ST, AU 7Y vy Yo RI=aEERAIBER 7 v 7208, ALERRE T A an
DMz W25 2 LT 2 L 3BT ST %, (Thiselton-Dyer, 414)

Feret |XZ ftl, 18 HA2IZ Fulham TR I 16, 17 HALDO NERT A BT 5 HFHR0,
Golden Lion & PRI 2% JEP R &5k 4 OTEBIADBEESFALIZIEBRI ST, 1847 ££(C Mr. Crofton
Croker &) FEMERLEFRE LI LML TEY ., 25058kt 4EF0 Fulham & Xy 7
VL DBFHAEMDFENRNY LD, 3

4. FIHEEERA V772 RITRT 515
ST, 2D X 97 Fulham OXEFOREFTER 2, KRS OFE L WO RIS F v 7T
O, WIEET A ar D AFREIZOWNTE X THIZV, 16 05 17 Hkdaiz
NP EHBETFEOGE VBN, HFOFLHEDH LWFELRTREO e bro/oZ 21T
DT, Pennington [FRD X 5 12T\ 5,

And yet the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries were marked by new opportunities as well as
perils. Population growth and new consumer demands prompted manufacturing and commercial
entrepreneurship. The rise of rural industries to satisfy demand for novel consumer goods—including

such items as playing cards, tobacco pipes, and glassware—was one response. (7)

B LVEEEFEIICZ D720, BEAFEOTZDOLTRMTI b LA, [I— R, #2133 TR
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Blin) REREETDHEEPEELIZOTHD, £ L TTHOHEERNOEARATR AT 5
HEERA 7T o FIZBWT, #ll( T L D a3 2 =7 ¢ BRI ORRFHEB O SR DA E 2 7= LT
TSSO EE LR T2 N2 1, Walter 12 AUE, Wibp 2 ‘middling-sort (wealthy farmers, traders and
artisans)” &\ o7z A2 HTH -7z, (16) Pennington |2 LAUL, 16 fcfL BlcA > 7 F > RTREIC
650 U Ld o 7=miGIE, 1700 4R £ TIZ 750 b E 0 ITHI X, TWEIHT MR E LTA 7T R
EROFFTEER VG LS E T2, (9) 2O X9 fRFTEERRO—&EZH S | Mo TGk
2 EpEE L PO RIZ- OV T, Pennigton [FIRD & 5 IZHAT 5,

In urban communities, markets were not dominant commercial institutions but rather loose foci around
which men and women conducted business. Paradoxically, because marketplaces attracted producers and
their goods, they were also magnets for traders, both men and women, whose commercial activities
undermined the very principles upheld by the market regulations. Buyers regularly intercepted suppliers
on their way to the market; others bought goods in the marketplace with the expectation of selling them

later and elsewhere at a higher price. (9)

HEFEBEMNDIEEE A~ ENED F TIZ, TiLE 72 < middlemen, dealer &\ o 7-{hE A&
852 ODYIRIZREIL, BV R ADSHRbE LT 5 Lic, {TECY R AL Z & 12 market-place THi
ik TRV E SED LW | IBZHERDIRZ AR L LIV FEE VI, ANEMOZERILE
FTLBRAET D b DO TIE R o7, Walter 1%, Ti5I3A 2> LETOFLLER A~ FIRFICZ D~ & A%
DBENZAR LTZS, ZOHFIALDZD L D IRIGFT~SHTEE D | £ 2 TIIREMOERHE T
DAL, FHAH Lo WEBREEDS BRRETAIY BF oz 2 L 270K 2 Lik~5, (16) ©
N2 ZZHigE, BICRREZBOFONY LR T R ROFE 2D L b BEERED Y 2FH>0
TdH D, Walter 1T, EBRZA 7 A7 4 — NN ZFOITE Z o 7o —8_ITOWT, £ DRFORIL 2 73T
LT3,

DX I EOVLBMT bk & Z2BRE L b OTTIIMRINIC, FFAl 257 ETREL TV D LIS
DRI DWW T HEE 2R Z LT, 51413 Pennington 13, HMBEO IS T B &tE7=H ORI
DNWTHIRL TV, ZRERIOL &, HEEESTHFTCRITETELDIIHEE THLAMETH -
7ein, WEZ < OTIIREEALTED D Z &M% <, ERICITREI Y BELLRER AL £
DOTE R & AT ATBCY R OFF Al 245 12 m LS O DFERICKRE K FH LIz L ShTnd,
(7-12) BESLZWIINGOH T RN LIRS, ZOITEIRY O ETHbiTabhl, &7
I SEHVDOR Y U =27 2L, BRECAFELEMIZT T BIEDSLCEH 2 OF LEmA 7
DSF<EbDH o7, SHITKPELS ol bl . FRTHDROA > TERED
RS D — AR MG R L LR 5 bifing TORGNITRA T I RWREEIN S 4 H -
TeDTH D,
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F 72 Goodacre [THFIZ T > K DIRPLUITDOUNT, private shops DAY N BN Z L &2 L T
W5, (175-87) FTAE LTS CRWEETIE 22 TRIET 2D TEFEIZL TWD A, —DDEY
BB ONGEIE A, TNTNONE TERE TR BIOEWETEST20 . EEIAE DR ZH
DIEE ANNEZ =0T 5, ZOX 97 private shops DIA3 Y 1, ADOHIAY 2> BETO inn DX &
HEBEICER L TWD A, inn OHINEF ¥ TV OHINAE AR L, £ TONS ETADHD
JRTF OB <05 L) A £,

EHIZ, BRHIEFTREDITRAN b2 o7z, B E S TeEBE RV TRAICIE, &R H LA,
GBI T A9 Biffie ERENR AF VL ZRio 12813 % < | S OHAT 71 & TR O ILFIE L ¥ >
TN L OBROMRER BT o T, WS VA et BAMICER, LS LT 0
DHAWBND ZENEL, AL EDTIOL D e BRI LR OFHEL IR T 20— e L
T, ATPAN L BT DS A Naxvm y RUFIROTISGICRO L Z &b+ TH -7,

7 R IR DV O B 2 UG T T, TiGHICx T 21T OB fiE v bkl <.
AR PV E T D F R L OM B BB 70T TR ABRRHIICE CHiTx 5 A OV Cige s
THDIFEE L -T2, ZOMITBWT, Fulham O X 912, HIBEEN 0 > R fLEO S & E
Peoled |, my RUDFRAFOANDARGEATH 725035 HIBRAYIZIF Y RED 0 D
FIETHTND E Vo TR - 72T Tl B KEE D OXRICR 2 b DTS 2, HUSRRHES
FKIT— oMl & LTAZ OFRLRICIRIT W L F 2 5,

bz

WA > 7T > ROBWESIZEBW T, fulham, fullam &9 WIS 44 a2 £+ S8,
Z OB D XA LW ORE 2 BISZEN D A B AR OB~ L T T B2 R CRE BN 20
ST, HEHENREOH 5T CRBICEV T, BB A 1Y R L WO EABI X RL, 22
ICHRT=BRNS LD BN A S5 EE > T, TR, TR RLMELE b
E/2 VA9, Fulham &9 ML, A4 BNFRIFHZEE 2O L 5 7eZ2ilz, BlEPEBIZ=EMICE
WTERINZA A=V LT WA E L TCOERZHST-OTH D, YRy o 7 /TEETH -
eI A, ATESROBYFEE D 200K CoTTHABAXRFE Y 7 /CHLE, W E4
A aapMEbhe Y Rro—EREORC BRI N0 TH S,

kARBIL. Ry =2 MNE 2 BIIFRESX U =4 7 A TIFRSE 189 [EIfFl2]
(202043 H 21 H B JUNKZFEH 77 ) IZBWTHIEARERZ LRI INEEE 2 i L7-
HLDTHD,)
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[y 4 o —olRhLFEEB] 1 FHIHBIIBITLONIEF A am~OFRKIZONTE, il

(LA > 7T FOX Y o TN ONEFIONT— [T oA N OF = 20Hm%
feme LT—) ([(BERBRFEEFMIIAE  ASC - A BR] 25 70 % p. 106 (2381 T
t,  dice EONTWDHGHE LTHY EIFTWb, Zoffl, filiig IMME WS EANTF
YECEDSD Y ) O OBIRIZS— A Pleasant Comedie of the Two Angry Women of
Abington (Z3531F 2 GO G4 > T—) ([VERBA R RFSiEiREL % 43 75 pp.
25-33) IZBWTC, EEIINI Xy EL %2 LTV DHE CRIEAMN VNS EH A aaffHOR
REMEZ$EH L TV DG ZFEIT LT D,

. ‘Fulham’: Of uncertain origin: by some conjectured to be derived from the place-name Fulham, once a

noted haunt of gamesters. Another conjecture is that the oldest form fullan: “full one” which would suit
the sense. A die loaded at the corner. (A high fulham was loaded so as to ensure a cast of 4, 5, or 6; a low
fulham, so as to ensure a cast of 1, 2, or 3.) (OED: Being a Corrected Re-Issue with an Introduction,
Supplement, and Bibliography of a New English Dictionary on Historical Principles, Vol. 1V: F-G,
Oxford: Oxford at the Clarendon Press, 1933) 588.

‘Fulham’: perh. by folk etymology (influence of Fulham, London borough formerly much frequented by
professional gamblers) fr. earlier fullan, perh. fr. full+one, n: a loaded die. (Webster’s Third New
International Dictionary of the English Language Unabridged, ed. Philip Babcock and the
Merriam-Webster Editorial Staff, Springfield: G. & C. Merriam Company, 1961)918.

. William Rowley, A New Wonder, A Woman Never Vext, ed. Charles Wentworth Dilke, Old English Plays;

Being a Selection from the Early Dramatic Writers, Vol. V (London: Whittingham and Rowland, 1815,
Rpt. Miami: HardPress, 2019)234-348.

. William Camden DFCLIRIZ-DOVWNTIL,  Britannia OFEEERRIZIRO K 9 725018738 %, “Then by the

Tamis [ide is Fulham, in the English Saxon tongue Fullonham, that is, The place of Foules: the greateft
credite and honor where of is the Bifhop of Londons houfe [tanding their conveniently, not farre from the

Citie, albeit not Jo healthfully.” (421)

. As the workmen were employed in removing the ground to raise the bank at the river-side, they

discovered, at about four feet from the surface, two human skeletons laying parallel with each other. . . .
Some time after this discovery, two more skeletons were found under a hedge with daggers laying by
their sides; at the same time were dug up various pieces of money, consisting of silver pennies of Edward
VI, coins of Queen Elizabeth, James 1. . . . (Feret, 111, 86)

Golden Lion...In July 1847, Mr. Crofton Croker read, at the meeting of the British Archeological
Association, held at Warwick . . . ‘On the Probability of the ‘Golden Lion Inn,” at Fulham, having been

frequented by Shakespeare about the years 1595 and 1596.” Croker points out that there lived in and
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about Fulham such men as John Florio, the translator of the Essays of Montaigne, John Norden, the
topographer, John Fletcher, the playwright, Robert Burbage, a distant connection of Richard Burbage,

Shakespeare’s fellow actor, Joshua Sylvester, and Henry Condell, another fellow actor. (Feret, I, 144-45)
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