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Can We Imagine a Positive Future of Shimauta School?
—PFocusing on the Tsuboyama Yutaka’s school—

AN, Ni

Abstract

In the late 1960s, shimauta schools began to appear as a new way for learning shimauta, replacing the
traditional uta-asobi, recreational gatherings for the purpose of singing in the villages. The schools have often
been criticized for ignoring various singing styles of shimauta, the original meaning of which is “village
songs”. However, there is no place to hand down the shimauta tradition outside of the schools. This requires a
positive reevaluation of the role of shimauta schools.

This paper focuses on the method of Tsuboyama Yutaka who tried to adopt the elements of uta-asobi in
his school by encouraging his pupils to sing in their own style, rather than imitating his. The uniqueness of his
method stands out when we compare it to the method of contemporary shimauta singer, Takeshita Kazuhira,
founder of the first nationwide shimauta schools in which he makes students imitate his songs.

However, the results of musicological analysis reveal that even in Tsuboyama’s school, students largely

inherited the characteristics of their teacher's songs, just like the students in Takeshita’s schools.
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