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Summary of Doctoral Dissertation

Title of Doctoral Dissertation:
Built Environment Education — An Investigation of Interdisciplinary Knowledge

Name: Bo Causer

This thesis investigates the types of knowledge needed for interdisciplinary collaboration in regards to the built
environment. It proposes a graphic model for categorizing concepts about the built environment, especially in the context
of Built Environment Education (BEE).

Chapter 1: Built Environment Education in the wider context of education
This chapter explains the position of BEE, especially in relation to professionally-geared education for architecture
and planning students, to arts education, and to environmental education. It establishes that while BEE contains many
of the concepts contained in professional training for built environment specialists, it is intended to raise awareness
about the built environment in the general population.

Chapter 2: Policy support for Built Environment Education
This chapter outlines the ways in which governments support BEE. There is special focus on activity within the EU,
as this is where government support is most explicitly documented. By supporting BEE, governments demonstrate the
value of the concepts promoted through BEE programs. Understanding the role of government helps clarify the need of
interdisciplinary cooperation in relation to creating a sustainable built environment. It also highlights the types of
knowledge which might be useful in this endeavor.

Chapter 3: Approach to Research Design
This chapter describes the philosophical perspective of the researcher, the methods of research, and the reasons for
choosing them.

Chapter 4: Development of the Built Environment Context of Knowledge (BECK) Chart
This chapter explains the purpose of the proposed graphic model. It also considers other models for organizing
information about the built environment. Design considerations and conceptual reasoning for these are also given.

Chapter 5: Applying the BECK Chart, Part 1 - Analysis of BEE programs for children & youth
This chapter presents the first published paper of this dissertation, Using Graphic Charts to Examine the Content of
Architecture Education Programs for School-Aged Children and Youth, in Relation to the Built Environment: an
investigation of AIA-supported K-12 architecture education programs. This paper is the first study to apply the proposed
BECK Chart method, using it to analyze BEE program content. The chapter introduces the paper by discussing the
role of professional organizations in providing education about the built environment.

Chapter 6: Applying the BECK Chart: Part 2 - BEE through a site visit
This chapter presents the second paper (under final review) of this dissertation, Built Environment Education and
Lifelong Learning: How signage mediates self-directed study about the built environment in a park setting. This paper
is the second to apply the BECK Chart method, this time using it to analyze signage at a BEE site. The chapter
introduces the paper by discussing BEE in relation to lifelong learning, and how site visits can support lifelong learning.

Chapter 7: Applying the BECK Chart: Part 3 - Ease of use trials

This chapter describes two trials held to determine whether the chart can be utilized by others. The first informal trial
was conducted with a group of students from the Mechanical Engineering Department, in their English class. The
second, formal trial was conducted via an online survey. This established whether it was possible for non-specialists to
understand and apply the BECK Chart.

Chapter 8: Conclusions

This chapter summarizes the research and presents its conclusions.



