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Summary
What kind of knowledge and measures are needed for teaching students with
developmental and/or intellectual disabilities in lessons of “Activity for independence ”
: Analyzing case-comments written in the explanation of “Activity for independence”

Higo Shoji, Eto Hiroshi and Amagai Takehisa

Key words: Activity for independence, Developmental disability, Intellectual disability,

Teaching method, Teaching contents

“Activity for independence (jiritu katudou)” as an educational standard area for students with various
disabilities in the school education in Japan is most important and original for discussing about
specialization of special education teachers. Nowadays in Japan, teaching students with developmental
disabilities is becoming a big issue more and more. In spite of the recent situation, Discussions about what is
specialization of teachers for students with developmental disabilities are still unclear. This is partly because
the concepts of developmental disabilities are relatively new, but mainly because the idea of Life-centered
Education which adopted in the area of educating students with intellectual disabilities for long period has
been merely used individual teaching. If we discuss about specialization of teachers for students with
developmental disabilities, analyzing case-comments about teaching methods and target behaviors which
included in the explanation of “Independent activity” is one of certain ways because of its nature of
curriculum standard.

After 51 case-comments about developmental and/or intellectual disabilities were abstracted from the
explanation, 165 segments were selected and 156 first-cord were added to the segments (147 summary-cords
and 9 discussion-cords). These 156 first-cords were analyzing by each similarity by 2 more steps. As the
result of these processes 10 teaching content areas were extracted, they were as follows: ”A:
central-premises of teaching”, “B: behavior analytic approach”, “C: skills for mutual exchange”, ”D: theory
of mind and understanding of intentions of others”, “E: proper self-understanding and self-efficacy”,
“F: compensation for variations input/output information”, “G: Approach form cognition of body
scheme”, “H: supporting methods and areas for adaptation”, “I: calming down skills and
stimulus control” and “J: fundamental communication for advanced mutual exchange” Based on
these 10 teaching content areas, specialization of teachers for students with developmental and/or

intellectual disabilities were discussed.



