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Discourse analysis of discriminatory graffiti in linguistic landscapes
—Using imperative expressions as clues—

Meng, Zhuoran

Abstract
This study is an attempt to analyze the discourse of discriminatory graffiti in Japan observed as a linguistic
landscape by considering its linguistic and pragmatic factors.

The main topic of this research are imperative expressions, a typical linguistic form found in discriminatory
graffiti. First, [ point out that imperatives in graffiti are not a real command, because most verbs used in graffiti
lack self-regulating characteristics which are a semantic feature essential for an utterance to be interpreted as a
command. Using verbs without self-regulating characteristics makes imperatives unrealizable, and then turns
unfulfilled commands into curses and strong negative desires towards discriminated people (Nitta 1991, p.247).

Next, I argue that the self-regulating characteristics of verbs determine who can be the recipient of a
command, and a command directed at non-discriminated people can change their position from bystanders to
participants of discrimination. This could lead to the spread of discriminatory feelings.

Finally, by analyzing the social context of discriminatory graffiti as well as the text of command
expressions, this study examined the reasons why writers choose restrooms as a place to write graffiti from

both positive and negative aspects.

Keywords : linguistic landscape, discriminatory graffiti, discourse analysis, imperative expressions
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