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Ethical Issues Experienced by Operating Room Nurses: A Literature Review
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Abstract

This study aims to clarify the specific content on the ethical issues experienced by operating room nurses in the literature.
We targeted papers published by 2018 with the keywords “surgery,” “nurse,” and “ethics” in the online version of the
Central Medical Magazine. The analysis showed that the ethical issues experienced by operating room nurses are divided
into seven categories; “doctor-related,” “nurse-related,” “patient-related,” “privacy of the patients,” “physical restraint of
the patients,” “medical safety,” and “operating room environment.”

It was inferred that the ethical issues experienced by operating room nurses were limited to individual efforts. Operating
room nurses need to strive to verbalize and share the ethical issues they experience. Additionally, it is important for man-
agers to support individuals so that these issues can be verbalized from an ethical standpoint, to create a work environment
fostering communication, and to respond as an organization.

Key word: Surgery, Nurse, Ethics





