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Abstract

Whaling activity in 2 areas was investigated for 3 periods from the viewpoint of fishing technology. Whaling activity in Kataura,
which is located southwest of the Satsuma peninsula, was investigated for 25 years from 1888 to 1914 using an ancient type of set net.
Kunezu, which is located at southwest of Amami Island, was investigated for 3 periods using modern whaling technology.

Whaling in Kataura was conducted using ooshiki-ami, an ancient type of set net. The catch mainly consisted of blue fin tunas and
yellowtails, and whales were only caught sometimes. During the course of a year up to 10 whales were caught. Many aspects of
whaling technique were believed to be influenced by the traditional whaling method. Only the inhabitants of the neighboring village of
Kataura cut the captured whales; they performed a unique ceremony before carving the whale. These activities were influenced by the
whaling technology employed in Arikawa in Nagasaki Prefecture.

Whaling in Kunezu, Amami Island, was initiated by a whaling company in 1911 and was continued till 1923. During this period, the
number of cetaceans caught decreased each year. Of the 6 types of whales that were caught the number of Humpback whale (Megapetera
novaeangliae) captured was the greatest among them. The capture location of the whale was very close to the coast except that of
Sperm whale (Physeter macrocephalus). Small scale whaling was conducted again, and a small number of whale was sporadically
caught in the following 5 years 1934, 1935, 1957, 1958 and 1961. The whaling station has been closed since 1962.

Due to the whaling activities in both areas, a large number of cetaceans were caught during their seasonal migration; therefore they
became extinct in a few number of years. This extinction is believed to be due to the modern whaling techniques that were developed

during the years that resulted in the capture of many cetaceans in the northern sea.

EEYL IR Tl i%%‘qﬂﬁﬁﬁ\ 5 RIEHINT /T Tt MHMAT 2 EEBIT, FMENETNTNOMIH TREL
PR RS DX R SEEREORSTH REEHSMITHIEEHEL TS,
IR GRIEF NET AR 2B W0 TR 73l 523 T
, W T KR E TIEAT 30 AEARIC B ESER 208 MHERUFE
?ﬁﬁ?\z’ﬂ THNTz. AL TITINS O OMEE 2B 5 JEE VR S5 R At A P (B & D R Ay T v,

MZUT, =D OIS TN /i 2 R OBl Fig.l) CHBEREORSGFAME (B AT AR,

. BV R SF/KE SR 3E T4 (Fisheries Engineering, Faculty of Fisheries, Kagoshima University, 4-50-20 Shimoarata, Kagoshima, 890-0056,
Japan)

2: BB RAAY% (The Folk Society of Kagoshima, 738-6 Shimofukumoto, Kagoshima, 891-0144, Japan)

*. Corresponding author, E mail: fuwa@fish.kagoshima-u.ac.jp



76 JEVR SRR EFAIRE  5556% (2007)

2z
120 m % e
a7

T 95 S HAN) ¢
0 » Kataura J\/°
: Y .
A

>

‘ 2
=
7 - P\

a
v WA

” @"-:5-: Sengan so
190 Lo

28° N

&

(o
130° E

580

Fig.1. Maps showing the two whaling stations of Kataura in Satsuma peninsula and Kunezu in Amami island., Kagoshima Prefecture.
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Fig.2.  Locations of set net (Ooshiki-ami) adapted for whaling in Kasasa.
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The followings are set net that caught whale.
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Table 1. Records of whaling at Kasasa
R LD DR

Year Number of Weight of Weight of Price
catch catch (kan) products (kan) (yen)

1888 20,000 10,000
1889 40,000 20,000
1890 30,000 18,000
1891 20,000 10,000
1892 106,700 36,598
1893 44,800 16,790
1894 228,000 79,800
1895 12 1,250
1896 5 4,200
1897

1898 15,000 11,250
1899 20,000 16,000
1900 15,000 13,500
1901 10,000 8,000
1902 10,000 5,000
1903 8,900 4,450
1904 10,000 8,000
1905

1905

1906 5 6,275
1907 5 1,500
1908 4 1,030 649
1909 1 250 150
1910 1 180
1911 5 750
1912 1 30
1912 5 1,800
1913 12 1,600 960
1914 3,600 2,160
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Fig.3, Location of the Kunezu whaling station.
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Table 2. The composition of whales landed on the Kunezu whaling station for 5 seasons (1914, 1919, 1921, 1922 and 1934).
R2 EEME O (19144, 191948, 19214F, 19224F, 19344F)

Species
Year Hunpback whale Fin whale Blue whale Right whale Bryde whale Sperm whale Total
1914 88 4 3 93
1919 28 1 1 1 31
1921 8 1 1 10
1922 3 3
1934 4 1 2 9 16
Total 131 7 5 1 1 10 155

These data were cited from Miyazaki and Nakayama (1989).

Bryde whale
(Balaenoptera glacialis )
Right whale
(Balaenoptera edemi )

Sperm whale
Blue whale ’i _ (Physeter macrocephalus)
(Balaenoptera musculus ) N\
Fin whale
(Balaenoptera physalus )

Humpback whale # N =155

Megapetera novaeangliae

Fig.4. Catch composition of whales landed at the Kunezu whaling
station for 5 whaling years, .(1914, 1919, 1921, 1922 and
1934). These data were cited and partly changed from
Miyazaki. and Nakayama (1989).
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Frequency distribution of the distance from coast to the position of whaling ground, where whales were landed on the Kunezu whaling
station in 5 seasons. (1914, 1919, 1921, 1922 and 1934). These data were cited and partly changed from Miyazaki and Nakayama (1989).
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Table 3. Records of whales landed on the coastal whaling in Japan from 1911 to 1934.
&3 T O ISR (191 14F — 19344F)

Blue whale Fin whale Humpback whale Sperm whale

Year Total Amami Total Amami Total ~ Amami Total ~ Amami
1911 239 723 53 162

1912 235 567 52 107

1913 28 661 125 77

1914 122 3 875 145 88 301

1915 57 565 102 252

1916 70 482 82 389

1917 53 430 24 39

1918 25 422 14 576

1919 50 262 50 28 461 1
1920 35 251 52 245

1921 53 242 41 8 301

1922 36 197 22 3 565

1923 32 258 17 364

1924 32 211 105 336

1925 28 237 103 479

1926 32 215 58 624

1927 9 149 29 449

1928 17 149 31 617

1929 13 203 12 606

1930 48 142 12 751

1931 17 171 30 359

1932 17 125 41 567

1933 6 124 58 617

1934 24 2 178 42 4 791 9
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Photo.1. The net plan of Nanatsuse set net fishing ground in Nomaike Photo.2. The whale in the partially enlarged from the net plan of

drawn in 1888. Nanatsuse set net fishing ground in Nomaike drawn in 1888.

FE 1 ERhEOMEEREES X (G 20 4) FE2 YR L OMEEMEES K (5 20 ) TN
7T

Photo.3. The view of set net in Kasasa now. Kosaki-uto-shirikadokawara Photo.4. The view of Sakinoyama perpendicular at Kasasa.
(Maeami) had been set at this area in the days of Kasasa BHE4 BGOSR
whaling.

HHE3 BUEADICHREINTVWDEBM. ZOEMIED
Tl DR AU IR A AR A1 (T

Photo.5. The view of Shimizu village at Akaogi. Photo.6. The photo of knife for dissection of whale. (Stored in
HH5 REREKEEDRE Kasasaebisu museum)
GE6 7T IEMAT GEDELLATE)
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Photo.7. The view of Kunezu and Ooshima pass in Amami Island.. Photo.8. The trace of Kunezu whaling station, the office of tuna
GET RE L RERHED S8 farming company now.

HHS AMRHOHREME, BRI EREARAaTt

Photo.9. The vertebra of whale at the office of Amami fish faming Photo.10. The vertebra of whale.
company. GH10 VT OFME
HBHY 7Y IOHME (EREMRRL)

Photo.11. The relief of whale on the Kunezu bridge Photo.12. The photo of "Geiseki" (whale stone) in Amami city.
FHE 1l ARBEGOZTOLY —7 . FE12 fia (EEh)






