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Abstract

Whaling activity in 2 areas was investigated for 3 periods from the viewpoint of fi shing technology. Whaling activity in Kataura, 

which is located southwest of the Satsuma peninsula, was investigated for 25 years from 1888 to 1914 using an ancient type of set net. 

Kunezu, which is located at southwest of Amami Island, was investigated for 3 periods using modern whaling technology.

Whaling in Kataura was conducted using ooshiki-ami, an ancient type of set net. The catch mainly consisted of blue fi n tunas and 

yellowtails, and whales were only caught sometimes. During the course of a year up to 10 whales were caught. Many aspects of 

whaling technique were believed to be infl uenced by the traditional whaling method. Only the inhabitants of the neighboring village of 

Kataura cut the captured whales; they performed a unique ceremony before carving the whale. These activities were infl uenced by the 

whaling technology employed in Arikawa in Nagasaki Prefecture. 

Whaling in Kunezu, Amami Island, was initiated by a whaling company in 1911 and was continued till 1923. During this period, the 

number of cetaceans caught decreased each year. Of the 6 types of whales that were caught the number of Humpback whale (Megapetera 

novaeangliae) captured was the greatest among them. The capture location of the whale was very close to the coast except that of 

Sperm whale (Physeter macrocephalus). Small scale whaling was conducted again, and a small number of whale was sporadically 

caught in the following 5 years 1934, 1935, 1957, 1958 and 1961. The whaling station has been closed since 1962.

 Due to the whaling activities in both areas, a large number of cetaceans were caught during their seasonal migration; therefore they 

became extinct in a few number of years. This extinction is believed to be due to the modern whaling techniques that were developed 

during the years that resulted in the capture of many cetaceans in the northern sea.
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Balaenoptera physalus

Megapetera novaeangliae

Fig.1. Maps showing the two whaling stations of Kataura in Satsuma peninsula and Kunezu in Amami island., Kagoshima Prefecture.
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Fig.2. Locations of set net (Ooshiki-ami) adapted for whaling in Kasasa. The followings are set net that caught whale. 

,Katura-se ; ,Kosaki-uto-shirikadokawara (Maeami); , Kosaki-ebisugaura; , Kozeishi.
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Physeter macrocephalus 

Fig.3, Location of the Kunezu whaling station.

. 



80

Miyazaki and Nakayama

M. novaeangliae 

Balaenoptera physalus 

Balaenoptera musculus Balaenoptera 

edemi Balaenoptera glacialis 
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Fig.4. Catch composition of whales landed at the Kunezu whaling 

station for 5 whaling years, .(1914, 1919, 1921, 1922 and 

1934). These data were cited and partly changed from 

Miyazaki. and Nakayama (1989).
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Miyazaki and Nakayama
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Fig.5. Frequency distribution of the distance from coast to the position of whaling ground, where whales were landed on the Kunezu whaling 

station in 5 seasons. (1914, 1919, 1921, 1922 and 1934). These data were cited and partly changed from Miyazaki and Nakayama (1989).
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Photo.1. The net plan of Nanatsuse set net fi shing ground in Nomaike 

drawn in 1888.

 .

Photo.2. The whale in the partially enlarged from the net plan of 

Nanatsuse set net fi shing ground in Nomaike drawn in 1888.
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Photo.3. The view of set net in Kasasa now. Kosaki-uto-shirikadokawara 

(Maeami) had been set at this area in the days of Kasasa 

whaling. 
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Photo.4. The view of Sakinoyama perpendicular at Kasasa.

 

Photo.5. The view of Shimizu village at Akaogi.

 

Photo.6. The photo of knife for dissection of whale. (Stored in 

Kasasaebisu museum)
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Photo.7. The view of Kunezu and Ooshima pass in Amami Island..
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Photo.8. The trace of Kunezu whaling station, the offi ce of tuna 

farming company now.

 

Photo.9. The vertebra of whale at the offi ce of Amami fi sh faming 

company.

 

Photo.10. The vertebra of whale. 
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Photo.11. The relief of whale on the Kunezu bridge
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Photo.12. The photo of "Geiseki" (whale stone) in Amami city.




