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Abstract

In order to regulate wildlife watching activities, experiments were conducted twice during 2020-
2021. After conducting the experiments, we interviewed the night wildlife tour guides and the residents
of Sumiyo Town, to clarify the current status and problems of nighttime traffic control around Santaro
Road in Amami-Oshima. The results showed that the guides and residents had different approaches
to traffic control. The guides said that vehicle restriction was needed for self-guided tourists, but the
residents wanted everyone to be able to use the road. The guides observed all wild animals for about
two hours, but the residents only saw the Amami rabbits for a short period of time. There are also
different views on overtaking. Because the guides had more time to observe, the residents wanted to
overtake the guides’ cars after their short period of observation. They were concerned about the longer

period of observation by the guides since it might affect the observation time for others (i.e., the
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residents themselves and the tourists). However, the guides expressed their disapproval on overtaking
because they were afraid of roadkill and wanted to spot many animals for the tour participants. In
order to optimize road use, the following problems were raised: (1) conflicts within the guide due to
the guide system; (2) low interest of Sumiyo Town residents; and (3) distribution of traffic volume
from Santaro road to other roads. The government has started to take the lead in regulating traffic
control. It is not only necessary for the users and the government to recognize these problems but also

they work together to resolve them.
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