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Influence of Regional Education on University Students’ Local Employment and Determinants
of the Place of Employment

Keywords: University students, Local employment, Regional education, Determinants of Place

of Employment

Recently, universities have undergone various reforms as regional centers of knowledge,
including the introduction of regional education into the curriculum. Currently, most regional
universities have incorporated regional education. Additionally, regional education has
been considered within the framework of the national government's regional development
program and is expected to aid university students in finding employment in their respective
hometowns.

However, several studies have reported that regional education does not aid in finding local
employment for university students. Additionally, it has limited effect on university students
enrolled from outside the prefecture, and it is almost never linked to local employment.
However, they have not clarified the factors that determine university students' local
employment. Therefore, the significance of regional education should be reconsidered in
providing employment within or outside the respective hometowns.

Therefore, this study examined the process through which university students determined
the location of their jobs by focusing on 15 students with distinctive characteristics, including
those who were employed locally and those who were not, using a survey. All the participants
belonged to the social science department in the same local university, of which, five were
In their second year of work, five in their first year of work, and five in their fourth year of
work. They were selected based on factors such as gender and local/non-local employment.
At the time of the survey, the coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) was spreading worldwide.
Therefore, to determine its impact on employment search, students who had searched for
employment before, during, and after the pandemic were selected.

Each participant was interviewed for one hour, and an average of 10,496 Japanese letters
of text were collected. From the collected texts, important episodes of life that influenced the
decision regarding employment place were extracted. Regional education did not appear in any
of these episodes. This finding supports the results of previous research that regional education
does not aid in finding local employment. The influential factor was other people, especially
their family and others they met in their personal or during university life. This aspect was

true for participants employed within as well as outside their hometowns.
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