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On Children’s Faculty for cognizing nature
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Summary

My present research is again directed to clarify how children cognize natural
objects or phenomenon, and the developmental process of the cognitive faculty.
The present paper is to concentrate on children’s faculty for sorting out the
given objects.

In pursuing the experimental investigation we gave them nine objects arranged
in such a way that they can sort out the objects similar in color, shape, bulk,
height and quality; and the children of three years of age, feeble minded
children, kindergarteners four and five years old, and schoolchildren between
the ages of six and twelve are picked up.

Upon investigation the tendency they show is as follows:

(1) children of three years age:

@ They are found to be able to short out the objects of the same color.

® If you leave the objects as they are and tell them to seperate the objects
of the same shape, they are found to be unable to do it. When the objects
are given in such a way that they cannot seperate the same color, then,
they are found to be able to seperate the same shape.

® When the objects which are given in such a way that they cannot pick
up the same color and shape, they are found to be unable to sort out the
same bulk, height and quality.

(2) Feeble-minded children:

@ They are found to be able to sort out the same color and shape and at
the same time it is found difficult for them to seperate the same bulk,
height and quality.

® In the case of children whose IQ’s are under 50, they sort out the objects
mainly through color and the faculty to sort out through shape is left
undeveloped.

(8) Kindergarteners of four and five years of age:

@ They are found to show a tendency to seperate through shape and color.

(expecially show a striking tendency to sort out through shape)
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In the case of five-year-old-children when compared with four-year-old-

children, the ability to seperate through bulk, height, and quality is found

developed to a high degree.

(4) Schoolchildren between the ages of five and twelve:
@ Every schoolchild of six years old is found to be able to sort out the

highly developed as compared with five-year-old-children.

objects in similar shape, and the faculty for sorting out through bulk is

® As the age advances the faculty for sorting out is found developed. With

developed.

the children of nine and ten years of age the ability is found strikingly

3. No difference of the faculty is found with the children of three years old,
but as the age advances the difference becomes more conspicuous.

4. No difference of the faculty is found between boys and girls.
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