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Some Research Issues for the Realizing of Domestic Fair Trade
in the Traditional Craft Industry

OMAE Yoshikazu

Keywords: domestic fair trade, preconception, dilemma of traditional craft, value disclosure

Abstract:

The traditional craft industry faces many challenges to its survival. The dilemma of tradition-
al craft is a characteristic of traditional crafts, and refers to the phenomenon in which today's
consumers are unable to accurately evaluate the value of traditional crafts in monetary terms.
Domestic fair trade can be advocated as a means to complement the market failure.

In order to realize domestic fair trade, it is necessary to disclose the value of traditional
crafts in a way that consumers can understand. However, it should also be assumed that value
disclosure can have dysfunction. As the production of traditional crafts has undergone various
changes over time, there is a gap in the tolerance for change between producers and con-
sumers. If consumers' preconceptions are broken by value disclosure, it may result in a lower
evaluation of the product. In addition, inter producing area collaboration in specific processes of
traditional craft is an important new issue for research on domestic fair trade system.

Finally, I will summarize the results of my research on ramie production and use.
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