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Ethnic Tourism Development in the Tujia Ethnic Group of China
and the Response of Local Residents: A Case Study of Pengjiazhai

HUANG, Qiushi

Abstract

This study focuses on the tourism development of Pengjiazhai, a minority region located in Xuan’en
County, Hubei Province, China, and explains it in the context of China’s poverty reduction program. Based
on fieldwork, the development process of Pengjiazhai, the relationships between the government, tourism
companies, and local residents were identified, focusing particularly on the response of the local residents and
discussing its relevance and impact.

In the introduction, the situation of poverty reduction programs and minority tourism development in
China is touched upon, explaining the objectives and methods of this study.

Chapter One analyzes in detail the tourism development process in Pengjiazhai. Under government
leadership, in collaboration with external tourism companies, the development process, including local
residents’ participation, is described. It also demonstrates that the efforts of local ethnic elites and the active
participation of local residents have contributed to development.

Chapter Two discusses in detail the impact of minority tourism development in Pengjiazhai on local
residents and their responses. While highlighting positive impacts such as economic growth and increased
employment, it is also shown that local residents are developing their own businesses and actively engaging in
tourism development.

This research reveals that government-led development helps overcome the disadvantages of tourism
development in remote minority areas, having brought economic benefits to local residents. However, the
involvement of external tourism companies has also led to some conflicts among local interest groups.
Currently, local residents are exploring ways to participate in tourism development by utilizing regional
resources.

Considering the above findings, future challenges include uncovering the maintenance and strengthening

of local residents’ identities, and their relationships with guests.

Keywords: Minority Tourism, Tourism Development, Tujia Ethnic Group, Local Residents, Pengjiazhai
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