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Abstract

Postmetamorphic adult females of Lernaea cyprina-
cea Linnaeus, 1758 (Copepoda: Lernaeidae) were col-
lected from medaka, Oryzias latipes (Temminck and
Schlegel, 1846) (Beloniformes: Adrianichthyidae), in
an irrigation ditch connecting with the Okoe River, a
tributary of the lower Katada River (the Bansho River
system), at Saeki, Oita Prefecture, Kyushu, southern
Japan. This represents the first record of L. cyprinacea
from Oita Prefecture. In two of the six individuals of L.
cyprinacea collected, peritrich-like ciliates were heav-
ily attached to the surface of the trunk. Based on the
literature published between 1935 to 2020, 21 nominal
species of metazoan parasites (16 trematodes, one ces-
tode, two nematodes, one branchiuran, and one cope-
pod) have been reported from the prefecture.
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Fig. 1. Lernaea cyprinacea, postmetamorphic adult females, from medaka, Oryzias latipes, in an irrigation ditch at Saeki, Oita Prefecture,
Kyushu, southern Japan. A, medaka (19 mm body length) infected by L. cyprinacea (arrowhead) at the base of the left pectoral fin, lateral
view; B, L. cyprinacea (arrowhead) inserting its anterior body from the anus to the body cavity of medaka (26 mm body length), lateral
view; C, habitus, lateral view; D, habitus, lateral view; E, cephalothorax, anterolateral view. Note heavy attachment by peritrich-like ciliates
on the copepod trunk (Fig. 1D). Scale bars: A, 5 mm; B, 3 mm; C, D, 2 mm; E, 0.5 mm.
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