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Cultural and creative products as representations of local culture:
the utilization of culture in tourism activities in Chengde

ZHAO Ke

Abstract

This study aims to elucidate how cultural and creative products function as representations of local culture
in Chengde City, Hebei Province. First, through a literature review, relevant policy documents and previous
research on the role of cultural and creative products as tourism souvenirs were examined to understand their
development across China, with particular focus on their evolution in Chengde. This revealed that cultural and
creative products have been developed as part of the Chinese government’s policy initiatives and are closely
tied to the promotion of the tourism industry.

Next, field research was conducted to investigate the sales and cultural elements of these products in
Chengde’s major tourist sites, including the Mountain Resort, surrounding Tibetan Buddhist temples, and
local museums. The findings indicated that many of the products sold in Chengde are designed with motifs
related to Qing dynasty emperors and the Mountain Resort, reflecting the region’s historical and cultural
characteristics.

Additionally, interviews with tourists and product developers indicated that tourists are primarily interested
in products that reflect historical value and cultural symbols, which function as part of their overall tourism
experience. Many product developers also noted that, while being mindful of local culture, they design
products in response to market demand, which heavily favors daily-use items. Balancing tourist demand with
local cultural representation remains a significant challenge in product development.

Finally, based on the data collected, while Chengde’s cultural and creative products play a significant role
in conveying local culture, issues related to similarity with products from other regions were identified. In
particular, designs related to the Qing dynasty are also prominent in Beijing and Shenyang, which dilutes the
uniqueness of Chengde’s products. Moreover, the lack of innovative designs was highlighted as a challenge,
suggesting that future efforts should focus on enhancing the originality and creativity of these products based

on local culture.
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