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The Future of Amami Folk Songs
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Abstract

Amami Irlands have a lot of folk songs. But there are many problems
in their transmission. The most popular folk songs of Amami Irlands called
Shimauta are getting new audiences in all over Japan. On the other hand
they are losing their originality under the influence of shimauta
competitions and shimauta schools. The Hachigatsu-odori-uta, songs of
ancestor worship, thanks and prayer for rich harvests, have quite a few
difficulties in their transmission with recent social changes and progress of
depopulation. Some attempts to revaluate the Amami dialect called

Shimaguchi can produce good results for the future of Amami folk songs.
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