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Abstract

The Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) at its 11" session and the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol at its
first session (2005), at Montreal, signified a successful start into a new era of international cli-
mate policy.

Much literature has been published offering proposals on what should be done with a post
-2012 regime. Most of them mention the importance of enhancing adaptation policy. Adaptation
as a strategy to cope with impact of climate change is increasingly the focus of policy action at
each level. Developing countries, including Small Islands Developing States, urge to amplify the
adaptation policy in the UNFCCC framework. It has been indicated the needs for an international
mechanism for assisting the Parties to adapt to climate change at local level suitable to their sus-
tainable development strategy.

This article summarizes concepts of adaptation and adaptive capacity in the Third
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, introduces treatments of
adaptation in the UNFCCC and the Kyoto protocol, and shows proposals on adaptation policy
options in the future regime. Finally it presents the points at issue on adaptation policy for dis-
cussing post-2012 framework.
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