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Perspectives through a tropical rainforest project

YONEDA Tsuyoshi
Faculty of Agriculture,
Kagoshima University

Abstract

A long-term research project on nature study has been conducted in Sumatra since 1980. This study aims to
clarify the ecological structure in this area under a tropical rainforest climate. The major research area is West
Sumatra with Andalas University as a counterpart. It is an interdisciplinary project covering not only biology but
also soil and social sciences. Around two hundred Japanese scientists were dispatched and fifty Indonesian
scientists were invited in total during the period. Our experience about promoting the long-term research will be
introduced first, and then perspectives of the international research project under Kagoshima University will be
addressed through introducing a pilot project at the South-west Islands of Japan under a sub-tropical climate.
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