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The Range of Voice and the Structure of Musical Scale
in the folk songs of the Northern Amami Islands
— The Melody Structure of the Hachigatsu-odori songs —

Hisaaki NISHIMOTO

Abstract

In the folk songs of the northern Amami Islands, the Shamisen is the only musical instrument used to
describe musical intervals. It is therefore thought that the tuning of the Shamisen in relation to musical inter-
vals had a strong influence on the musical and melody structure of their folk songs as well as their range of
voice. This idea is generally believed despite the fact that the use of the Shamisen did not spread throughout
the islands for some time.

This paper investigates the relationship between the tuning and melody structures of the Shamisen and
the Hachigatsu-odori songs which do not use the Shamisen.
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