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YosHipa Hiroki

President Greetings

YOSHIDA Hiroki

President, Kagoshima University

It is my great pleasure to have an opportunity to make a welcome speech at the
opening ceremony of “Re-opening of the Research Center for the Pacific Studies”
and the symposium “Nesia empowerment - Developing Island Futures”. I express our
hearty welcome to all the participants both domestic and those who have come from
overseas.

Kagoshima University, located in the southernmost prefecture of the four main
islands of Japan, is a well established national university with eight faculties: Law,
Economics and the Humanities, Education, Science, Medicine, Dentistry, Engineering,
Agriculture, and Fisheries. Largely because of its southern location the University has
concentrated on, and become best known for, its Oceanic and Southeast Asian Studies.

The Center was first set up in 1980 as an inter-faculty institution, the Research
Center for the Southern Regions. In 1981, the Center evolved into the Research
Center for the South Pacific (KURCSP), affectionately known by its Japanese acronym
Nankaiken. The organization was taken over by the new and current Research Center
for the Pacific Islands (KURCPI) in April 1998. Its activities have been supported by
the University's researchers, and by researchers from other domestic and overseas
universities and institutions.

The Center has been aiming to promote interdisciplinary studies on islands
and islands zones in Oceania and its surroundings. The results of the studies are
combined to promote comprehensive understanding of islands and islands zones and
to further the welfare of people in Oceania and its surroundings. These objectives
are accomplished principally through the following five projects: People-Nature
Interactions, Physical Geography, Social and Cultural Changes, Medical Approach
to Human Ecology, and Political and Economic Functions of Island Nations in
International Communities. The Center also plays a central role in a new education
system called “Small Islands Studies (Nissology)' (BILF#HE I — ).

Thank you very much for attending this ceremony and symposium today.

(Translated by YAMAMOTO Sota)
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Guest Greetings

ANDREW P. Renster

Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of the Federated States of Micronesia in Japan

To President YOSHIDA Hiroki, staffs of the Center, invited guests, and friends

I am greatly honored to be invited to this important occasion and to make a few
remarks on behalf of Ambassador FRITZ John at the commemoration ceremony of
the new start of the center. We join in the celebration to recognize the product of
hard work and dedication of the staffs of the University who envision what we gather
to witness today, the renewal and expansion of the Kagoshima University Research
Center for the Pacific Islands. To us in the Pacific Island countries, we see the new
start a commitment on the part of the University to involve more of its activities in
the Pacific region. Data and vital information collected form the surveys conducted are
important to the island governments to assist with the formulation of sound policies
aiming at protecting, conserving, and managing our fragile ecosystem. The Center,
In my view, Is also intended to further enhance mutual understanding and friendship
between people and governments of Kagoshima and Pacific Island countries.

Activities of the Kagoshima University Research Center for the Pacific Islands,
a succession of the Kagoshima University Research Center for the South Pacific
which was established some 29 years ago, have been supported by the governments
of the Pacific Island countries including Micronesia. I personally got involved with
activities of the Center this year with the study team assigned to Kosrae State. In
a meeting with Professor NAGASHIMA, I said that local people believe the famous
Kosrae Tangerine was originally brought in from somewhere in Japan. Could it be
from Kagoshima? If that is the case, then, interactions between our two peoples may
have started many years back. Names like Drs. INOUE, NEDACHI, YOSHIIE, AOYAMA,
TAKEDA, and NAGASHIMA are only few that are familiar to our local people.

I would like to commend the University and its able management and staffs for
the true commitment and outstanding performance as evidence by this afternoon’s
event we come to celebrate. Likewise, the government of Japan through the Ministry
of Education (Monbusho) and other supporters deserved our collective thank you for
the financial support that keeps the Center going.

Again, the renovation and new start of the Center is indication that Pacific Islands
and Kagoshima University have reaffirmed their intentions to work cooperatively for
the betterment of the Center and Pacific Islands. I thank you all.
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On the New Center

NobA Shinichi

Director of Research Center for the Pacifie Islands

Thank for attending the ceremony and symposium for the establishment of
the Research Center for the Pacific Islands (the second phase). I will introduce the
Research Center for the Pacific Islands (the second phase) established in April 2010.

In Kagoshima University, since there were many researchers having a deep
academic interest in the southern area, there was an expectation for the establishment
of the new research center. The research center was first set up in 1980 as an inter-
faculty institution, the Research Center for the Southern Regions. In 1981, the Center
devolved into the Research Center for the South Pacific. The term of the Center came
to an end in March 1998. The organization was taken over by the Research Center for
the Pacific Islands in 1998. The Center was reorganized into the Research Center for
the Pacific Islands (the second phase) in April this year.

The basic concepts of the Research Center for the Pacific Islands (the second
phase) are as follows. Under the charter of Kagoshima University, the Center
serves as the core institution in the education and research strategy in “Kagoshima
Prefecture islands region - Asia Pacific Island region”, and the Center aims to
develop as the national center. In particular, the Center will aim to conduct advanced
education by concentrating resources and return results of research to the area.
The Center will play a role in developing island-cultured courses in the Kagoshima
University Graduate School.

The center organization is as follows. Three areas, island environments, island
societies, and island adaptation, are focuses of the Center, and three fields are put on
each area. More than one teacher is responsible for each field of the area.

The concrete organization is as follows.

(1) Island Environments: Focused on the interaction of nature and society, to
elucidate the mechanism of maintaining the current process and the transition
from the past. The following fields are offered:

Diversity: Conduct research and education on biological and social diversity in
the islands.
Environment: Conduct research and education on the natural environment of
islands.
Symbiosis: Conduct research on education and symbiotic interaction between
man and nature in the islands.

(2) Island Societies: Investigate the effectiveness of past, present and future
anticipated changes in the island society and consider the direction of adaptation.
The following fields are offered:
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Society: Conduct research on society, history, culture, education and their
dynamics in the islands.
Medicine: Solve medical problems in the islands, and conduct research to
develop medical education.
Island Information: Conduct research on information use in the islands

(3) Island adaptation: Research and practical education on adaptation measures to
respond to changes on the islands. The following fields are offered:
Agriculture: Conduct research and education on agriculture and livestock
industries in the islands.
Fisheries: Conduct research and education on fisheries in the islands.
Education: Conduct research and education on the education system in the
islands.

In Kagoshima University, priority research projects, “Islands Studies (Nissology),
“Environment Science”, and “Health and Food Science” have been promoted by
the three core projects. The Research Center for the Pacific Islands bears this
“Islands Studies” core project. The “Islands Studies” core project is composed of the
following three projects. “International islands education research base” formation project
corresponding to environmental change (“Island living”, “Independence and continuity
of social diversity and the natural environment”, “Interaction between people and
nature in the islands”), “Island Society” life improvement projects (“Past and present social
dynamics of island”, “Medicine in island”, “Information network between the islands”),
and Project for the development of community adaptation (“Current status and development
of the structure of agriculture, forestry, fishery and livestock”, “Search and use for
agriculture, fishery and livestock”, “Establishment of regional studies in the islands”).

Because time is limited, I introduce only the activity about “International islands
education research base” formation project. There was a foreign visiting researcher
post at the Research Center for the South Pacific, and many foreign researchers came
to the center. There is an especially strong relationship with the University of South
Pacific (Fiji), the University of Guam and the University of Hawaii. Moreover, mutual
trust with various organizations including the College of Micronesia is established
through recent research activities in the Federated States of Micronesia. Surveys
on the natural and social environment and people’s lives in the Micronesian region
was carried out by seven researchers, 4 full-time staff members and 3 on-campus
researchers, between 5 August and 8 September 2010 in Pohnpei Island, Mokil Atoll
and Pingelap Atoll of Pohnpei State, Federated States of Micronesia. I will show you
several pictures of the survey (Photo 1 to 6). This study was conducted with help of
the President of the College of Micronesia, Dr. SPENSIN James.

We intend to continue working in education and research. We look forward to
your support.
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Photo 1. President of the College of Photo 2. Survey of mosquitoes

Micronesia, Dr. SPENSIN James

Photo 3. Survey of regional society

Photo 5. Survey of geology Photo 6. Survey of sea
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On the New Educational Program

TOMINAGA Shigeto

Aide to the President, Kagoshima University

The background of the new educational program in the graduate school (“Small
Islands Studies”, “Environment Science (tentative name)’, and “Food and Health
Science (tentative name)” is written in the Kagoshima University's Basic Principle.

Kagoshima University’s Basic Principle
[Preface]

“Kagoshima University is located in the city of Kagoshima, the gateway to Japan's
islands. The region has a long history of pioneering and maintaining cross-cultural
ties with people from overseas, and is the birthplace of many of the leaders of Japan's
modernization. The area is blessed with a bountiful natural environment, framed by
oceans and islands, and is home to an array of local tradition and cultures that must
be preserved for future generations. The university maintains academic freedom
and diversity with a deep awareness of being at the threshold of a new epoch in
which there is hope that all people in the world can live in prosperity. The university
aims to be an integrated academic institution, cooperative in nature and striving to
pursue a spirit of study based on truth, virtue, beauty, and encouragement, while
cultivating independence and freedom. Besides its contribution to academic progress,
the university is committed to the promotion of a fair society in which human rights
are respected, international understanding is fostered, and in which there is concern
for the maintenance of world peace and the protection of the natural environment. To
these ends the university recognizes the need to cultivate human resources ethically
and responsibly, to take up the challenge of solving the difficulties that face us all, and
to make contact with and provide support for the community with a firm view to
globalization.”

[Education]

“Kagoshima University is open to all students who show the eagerness and
ability to learn. The university constantly focuses its efforts on the development of
curricula and teaching methods that will stimulate students and help them develop
their talents to the fullest extent. At the same time, the university keeps in mind how
the education it offers can best follow on from secondary education and provides a
springboard to future possibilities.”

[Relations with Regional and International Societies]

“Kagoshima University strives, as best it can to respond to the needs and
requests of people from all spheres of activity, whether local or international in origin.
The university aims to make available the results of research from its full range
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of academic fields as rapidly as possible in order that information may be used to
maximum benefit. The university contributes to the promotion and revitalization
of local society by opening campus facilities to the public and organizing a variety
of public programs. Through such programs and various international exchange
activities, the university has become a major hub in an ever-expanding network of
intellectual ties. While doing its best to contribute, the university also learns and
benefits greatly from its involvement in these various activities.”

In these days, students are needed to have the power of flexible thinking and
knowledge of various fields. Therefore, Kagoshima University has opened the new
educational program in the graduate school. Students will be able to have wider
view of the world and improve their specialty by taking several lectures in various
Departments. The program “Small Islands Studies” began in Oct. 2010. If students
take all credits needed for the program “Small Islands Studies’, they will get the
certificate for “Small Islands Studies” in addition to the Master's Degree for each
Department. The other two programs will be opened in the next year.

(Translated and modified by YAMAMOTO Sota)





