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Streptococcus intermedius is an oral commensal and a cause of systemic pyogenic disease. A part of
the organism possessed curly-like fimbriae. Genomic analyses showed that the operon of the fimbriae
was a typical pilus gene operon and constructed of at least 4 ORFs. A fiml was predicted to be the
structural subunit encoding the 486-amino acid protein, Fiml.  Strains of the Streptococcus anginosus
group containing the fiml gene were restricted to serotype g and untypable,. Knockout mutants within
fiml did not participate in saliva-mediated aggregation either. The adherent activity of mutants toward
plastic wells coated with salivary agglutinin was about 65% that of the parent strain.
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