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The 22 developing states and territories

of the Pacific Islands region consist of only

about 551,390 km? of land spread across
30 million km? of ocean that extends
from north to south of the equator. The
islands are linked and controlled by the
marine environment.

The dependence of the Pacific Island
countries upon the ocean resources has
been a vital part of their cultural, social
and economic development. The coastal
and marine ecosystems of the region
are extremely important habitats for
With limited
arable land and poor soils in the low-lying

sustaining the livelihoods.

islands, reliance on marine resources is

extremely important. As the population

increases, this dependence becomes even
more critical. The ocean is seen as
the ‘lifeline’ that “provides the greatest
opportunities for economic development”
(SPREP 2002).

as fisheries, tourism and trade are highly

Economic activities such

dependent on the marine environment.
The seminar will focus on the critical
dependence of Pacific Islanders on the
fisheries resources, to show that while
there has been much progress towards the
management of fisheries, the question still
remains whether the sector can continue
to be the ‘lifeline’.
and research experiences influenced

Using examples

by social, economic and environmental
policy perspective, policy gaps and future
research interests are indentified. The
nature and structure of the fisheries sector
will be described and policy initiatives
will be outlined to show that two parallel
systems exist. While there are attempts
to achieve a more integrated approach,
fisheries management and development
goals will still not be achieved unless
the design of an effective fisheries
management regime is considered for both
coastal and offshore fisheries.
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