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Archaeological Sites on Takaroa Atoll, Western Tuamotus
and Their Problems

Eiji NiTtTA*

There are many sites on Takaroa Atoll, Western Tuamotus, French Polynesia.
There are marae, maite (taro cultivation ditches), habitation sites, and fishhook
ateliers. The author undertook the archaeological survey from July 2 to 17, 1980.
This investigation is made fifty years after K. P. Emory’s first survey on Takaroa.

The study focused on marae and maite. The marae on Takaroa can be
classified into three types.

(1) Composed of a main platform surrounded by small ones, and a chair in

the court.

(2) Composed of a main platform surrounded by small ones, boxes and uprights,

and a chair in the court.

(3) Enclosed by the low stone walls or low platforms.

Although the construction of marae on Takaroa resembles that of Emory’s
inland type in the Society Islands and one of the Western Tuamotu types, it is
peculiar to Takaroa and are not seen on any islands in Polynesia. Someone says
that there can be found the resemblence between the marae on Takaroa and those
of Necker Island, but it is not able to determine the interrelation between these
two isolated islands.

The maite, which are common on the atolls in Polynesia, are widely distributed
on almost the whole of Takaroa. This leads us to the hypothesis that the people
were depended on cultivated taro as well as marine resources.
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Fig.1 French Polynesia and Takaroa Atoll
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Fig.2 Location of Surveyed Sites on Takaroa
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Fig.5 Cist at Ragihaoa (1 /60)

Fig.6 Marae Mahina-i-te-ata when Emory visited 1930.
(After Emory’s sketch)

(38) =k+ + 4 - F « T # Mahina-i-te-ate (M3) (Fig.6 PL. 3)
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Fig. 7 Sketch illustrating typical Necker Island marae. (After Emory)
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a. Fish Weir, Pakite

b. Marae Ragihaoa

PL.1 Fish Weir and Marae



160 BrH D Ao T EOMENE DM

Ahu and Court

b. Front and Box of Ahu

PL.2 Marae Matitimarumaru



PL.3
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a. General View

b. Front of Ahu

Marae Mahina-i-te-ata
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a. Marae Matatipoki

b. Marae Taearohia
PL.4 Marae Ruins on Takaroa





