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Pottery-making in Ban Mai, Muang District, Surin Province, Northeast
Thailand and the paddle and anvil technique in Southeast Asia.

Eiji NiTTA*

Abstract

The making of pottery vessels for boiling cocons is extensively carried out in Ban
Mai, Muang District, Surin Province, Northeast Thailand. The author investigated the
characteristics and manufacturing of those vessels in August 1984. This article reports
those findings and also the classification of those examples in Southeast Asia.
Pottery-making at Ban Mai goes through following manufacturing processes.
Gathering clay suitable for pottery.

Kneading and tempering the clay with sand of laterite.

First stage of forming. Clay is formed into cylinder.

Second stage of forming. The upper part of pot is formed using the paddle and
anvil. The rim is finished by a piece of cloth.

First stage of Drying.

Third stage of forming. The lower part and the base of pot is formed using the
paddle and anvil.

Second stage of drying.
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Baking.

The pottery-making at Ban Mai is characterized by the forming of the clay into a
cylinder by hand and the paddle and anvil technique. The pottery manufacture in
Southeast Asia commonly uses the paddle and anvil technique. Three different
methods are seen at the first stage of forming, by potter’s wheel, by turn table, and by
hand only. And the method of forming by hand is classified into two methods, first,
only by hand, second, by buiding a clay belt into a pot. We can see some stages of the
technical development in the pottery-making of Southeast Asia. The pottery
manufactured at Ban Mai is one of the most primitive in Southeast Asia.
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