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FOREWORD

The tropical waters surrounding island developing-countries in the South Pacific region
are the fishing grounds accustomed for the distant water and overseas-based fisheries of
Japan as well as these from which seafood imported for our daily diet is harvested. There
are many Japanese firms directly involved in the development of domestic fisheries in those
countries and technical cooperation in fisheries is actively conducted by the Japanese
Government. Because of these activities, the region might be regarded as a fishing ground
to be secured for the Japanese fisheries or an area identified for development-and-import
type of projects. From the view point of the tropical developing countries in the region,
however, these waters are appreciated for their own development potential. Those countries
aim at both development for promoting employment opportunities, earning foreign
exchange and producing import substitutes through fisheries and conservation of marine
resources and environment for future generations. Developed fishing nations such as Japan
may be regarded simply as potential investors, fishing fee payers and potential markets for
their marine products. It is regrettable that the respective views and goals on each side are
neither coincident nor successful in this critical time of drastic reorganization of the world
fisheries framework.

A symposium entitled as “Tropical Fisheries” was held with approximately ninety
participants meeting at the Inamori Hall of Kagoshima University in February, 1995. This
was organized by the Research Center for the South Pacific and was supported by the
Faculty of Fisheries, Kagoshima University. This symposium aimed at reconsidering and
seeking new approaches to tropical fisheries from a variety of stand points which were
definitely different from conventional views, such as southern fisheries for Japanese. The
four presentations compared Japanese and island views on technical and socio-economical
issues. It is difficult to reach a unified conclusion in this kind of symposium, however, it
is believed to be important to clarify the problems, future directions and required measures
in tropical fisheries, from different perspectives on the basis of reported facts and common
information ascertained through discussion. A forum was opened at the end of the
symposium and a discussion on the present issues as a whole was held among many of
participants, including people actually involved in tropical fisheries.

This report summarizes the four presentations at the symposium, which anticipated to
contribute to better understanding of tropical fisheries for all interested people. The
organizer extends his gratitude to Prof. Akio Inoue, the Research Center for the South
Pacific and its staff members who provided advice and support for the symposium
continuously and generously. The organizer’s hearty thanks are also extended to Prof.
Shozo Hayasaka, Chancellor of Kagoshima University and to Prof. Masaaki Chaen, Dean
of the Faculty of Fisheries, who kindly addressed the symposium. Finally, I thank Prof.
Gunzo Kawamura who chaired the open forum ensuring its fruitful discussion.

Tatsuro MATSUOKA
Organizer of the Symposium on Tropical Fisheries
Associate Professor, Faculty of Fisheries, Kagoshima University
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