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Catholic Church and Regional Society in Amami Island

— A case study of Koshuku Church —

Dawei YANG

Abstract

The article is a case study on the Catholic church in Koshuku village in Amami Island in Kagoshima
Prefecture, and aims to discuss about the present situation of the church in the regional society of Koshuku,
and reveal the problems and issues that the Church has faced. For this, the article shows the three cases of Ko-
shuku Church fair, Bon festival, and the shinto shrine and Tenrikyo in the village, and discusses about the situ-
ation of Koshuku village from the two viewpoints, that is, the region viewed from the church and the church
viewed from the region. I then point out that the church has already lost the position as “a public facility for
the regional society”. Followers are also facing the regional society not as a follower but an individual with
their own views. On the one hand, the church viewed from the regional society is tending to become a part
of everyday scenery in the village. Thus, a church as a part of “culture” in the region has changed into a part
of scenery (“nature”). This is not what is called “a sift from nature to culture” but a retrogression, and thus,
Koshuku church has been flaked off from the Koshuku region. The article is an attempt to rethink about the re-
lationship between a Catholic church and a regional society from a synchronic perspective while many of the

studies on Catholic tend to focus on its acceptance and change in a regional society.
F—U—F L MRS 20 A MY v S #HE, 30 BEKRE
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