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Abstract

An attempt of introducing a debate course by students on a topic regarding breast-feeding into the maternity nursing
class was made. A whole class consisting of 76 students participated in the debate. After the debate an evaluation ques-
tionnaire was completed by the students. Most students replied that the debate was successful and more than 80 percent
agreed on the incorporating of the debate course into the class. As a background for the acceptance by the students, they
may have felt that the debate was a real debate in some way and they may have been satisfied with the fact that they could
participate in it actively. To make the debate more fruitful, it was suggested that the students take more time preparing
for the debate in advance and that in addition to the whole-class debate, other types pf debate, such as a debate by a
smaller number of students have to be adopted.

Key words: Debate, Maternity nursing, Active learning, Breastfeeding



